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Hawai‘i Air National Guard hosts
Sentry Aloha, bolsters readiness

By Senior Airman
Roann Gatdula

154th Wing,
Hawai'i Air National Guard

The Hawai‘i Air

National Guard hosted
approximately 1,000 per-
sonnel and more than 40
aircraft from across the U.S.
and Australia as part of this
year’s Sentry Aloha exercise,
held Jan. 14-28 on Oahu.

Sentry Aloha is a recurring
National Guard Bureau ex-
ercise hosted by the Hawai‘i
ANG’s 154th Wing. It pro-

vides tailored, cost-effective,
and realistic combat training
for the Air National Guard,
U.S. Air Force, and other
Department of Defense ser-
vices, ensuring warfighters
possess the skills necessary
for both homeland defense
and overseas combat.

This iteration of Sentry
Aloha brings together more
than 40 aircraft to practice
core aerial combat capabil-
ities and strengthen the to-
tal-force integration between
active-duty, Guard, and
international partner units.

Continued on Page 14
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An F-22 Raptor from the 199th Fighter Squadron, Hawai'i Air National Guard
took flight during a Sentry Aloha 26-1 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam on

Jan. 26. Below, Airmen from the 154th Maintenance Group, Hawai‘i Air Nation-
al Guard, conducted a foreign object debris walk before an exercise on Jan. 27.
(U.S. Air National Guard photos by Senior Master Sgt. Mysti Bicoy)
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New HIARNG recruiting award
recognizes its first recipients

this puestigieis Ronorasicn.

) L
By Jenna Verhasselt

State of Hawai'i Department
of Defense Public Affairs

The Hawai‘i Recruiting As-

sociation recently established
anew award to recognize re-
cruiting excellence in the Hawai‘i
Army National Guard. The first
ever recipients of the award, the
Order of Saint Cajetan, are Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Gary Cabacon-
gan, retired Command Sgt. Maj.
Scott Stimpson, retired Command
Sgt. Maj. Edward Correa and
Master Sgt. Landen Dela Cruz.

This order will recognize
prolonged recruiting excellence,
honor those who have made a
lasting impact on mission success
and help inspire the next genera-
tion of recruiting professionals.

“Earning the Saint Cajetan award
is a remarkable achievement, sig-
nifying a high level of excellence
and dedication for those who have
achieved long-term exceptional
service to recruiting and retention
efforts,” said Cabacongan. “This
prestigious honor is reserved for

individuals who have demonstrat-
ed outstanding commitment and
talent in their skill sets, making it
a truly elite accolade within the
79T (Recruiting and Retention
NCO) MOS (Military Occupa-
tional Specialty) community.”

Saint Cajetan was active during
the Renaissance period and was

Above, the first
recipients of the
brand new award,
the Order of Saint
Cajetan, are retired
Command Sgt.
Maj. Scott Stimp-
son, left, Com-
mand Sgt. Maj.
Gary Cabacongan,
retired Command
Sgt. Maj. Edward
Correa and Master
Sgt. Landen Dela
Cruz. (Hawai'i
Army National
Guard photos)

known as the patron saint of the
unemployed, gamblers, the lowly
document handlers and lastly,

for good fortune. Just as Saint
Cajetan focused on restoring
strength and stability, recruiters
work every day to sustain and
strengthen the Hawai‘i Army Na-
tional Guard through the people
they enlist.
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Aviation regiment returns home
after supporting Task Force Sentinel

By Sgt. Casandra Ancheta

117th Mobile Public Affairs
Detachment

SCHOFIELD BARRACKS,

HAWAI'T— U.S. Soldiers
assigned to the Detachment 1,
Company A, 3rd Battalion, 140th
Aviation Regiment (Det 1 Co A
3-140th AVN), 103rd Troop Com-
mand (103rd TC), Hawai‘i Army
National Guard (HIARNG) re-
turned home after their 13-month
deployment at Schofield Barracks
on Jan. 17, 2026.

The 3-140th supported Task
Force Sentinel and provided avi-
ation resources needed to detect
and deter illegal activities.

“Our mission focused on provid-
ing aerial surveillance and recon-
naissance, enhancing situation
awareness and supporting border
security operations,” said 1st Lt.
Adam Stone, an aviation officer
assigned to Det 1 Co A 3-140th
AVN, 103rd TC.

Task Force Sentinel worked
closely with the U.S. North-

ern Command, Department of
Homeland Security and National
Guard units from Alaska, Ari-
zona, California, Colorado, New
Mexico and Nevada.

“Throughout my time with these
units, I witnessed our shared
dedication to our mission, often
navigating complex logistics and
operational challenges togeth-
er,” said U.S. Army Sgt. Kevin
Trinh, a LUH-72 Crew Chief
assigned to Det 1 Co A 3-140th
AVN, 103rd TC. “Throughout
my time with these units, I
witnessed our shared dedication
to our mission, often navigating
complex logistics and operation-
al challenges together.”

U.S. Army Capt. Marshall Kao-
hu-Nishimura, commander of Det

1 Co A 3-140th AVN, 103rd TC,
103rd TC, HIARNG, mentions that
the Detachment 1 flew 1,300 hours
and assisted in border security op-
erations to detect and deter illegal
activities from San Diego, Calif. to
Yuma, Ariz.

“You’ve faced adversities with
courage and professionalism,

and your hard work has made a
significant impact in our efforts
to support national security,” said
Kaohu-Nishimura.

Trinh mentions that in 2025, the
border experienced record low
encounters and a decrease in ap-
prehensions.
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“The collective efforts of
every Soldier in the unit made
a meaningful and measurable
impact on mission success,”
said Stone.

The 3-140th returned home

to their loved one without any
casualties or injuries, marking a
successful mission.

“Together, we have accom-
plished our mission, and I am
proud to serve alongside such an
exceptional team,” said Kao-
hu-Nishimura. “Let us carry

on with our heads held high,
knowing that we have made a
difference.”

A welcome home ceremony
for Hawai‘i Army National
Guard soldiers from De-
tachment 1, Company A,

3rd Battalion, 140th Aviation
Regiment (Det 1 Co A 3-140th
AVN), was held at Schofield
Barracks on Jan. 17. The
Soldiers returned home

after a 13-month deployment
supporting the Joint-Task
Force-Southern Border. Above
right, Capt. Marshall Kao-
hu-Nishimura, commander of
Det 1 Co A 3-140th AVN and
Col. Phoebe P. Inigo, com-
mander of the 103rd Troop
Command, unraveled the unit
flag during the event. (U.S.
Army National Guard photos
by Sgt. Mariah-Alexsandra
Manandic-Kapu)
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Maj. Gen. Stephen Logan, Hawai'‘i adjutant general, greeted senior leaders from the Armed Forces of the Philippines Air Force during the 25th anniversa-
ry of the State Partnership Program at Clark Air Base, Mabalacat City, Pampanga, Philippines, on Sept. 25, 2025. The ceremony marked the opening of
events celebrating 25 years of partnership between the Hawai‘i National Guard and Armed Forces of the Philippines, the Indo-Pacific’s longest-running
State Partnership. (U.S. Air National Guard photo by Senior Master Sgt. Mysti Bicoy)

By Rachel Blaire
State of Hawai'i Department
of Defense Public Affairs

}} The Philippine Army’s 2nd
Infantry Division (2ID)
formally launched its new National
Guard military status which
replaces the Citizen Armed Force
Geographical Unit (CAFGU) sys-
tem, during a Donning of Ranks
and Patch Ceremony at Camp

Capinpin in Rizal on Dec. 11, 2025.

This transforms auxiliary
personnel from the CAFGU
structure into a more profes-
sional and community-focused
National Guard. This forms part
of the Philippine Army’s Total
Force concept where regular

4 « PUPUKAHI « APRIL 2026

troops, reservists and auxiliaries
operate together.

“Being inducted into the National
Guard with new ranks and patches
gives members a sense of dignity,
pride and purpose to make them
feel valued as essential partners in
national defense,” said Maj. Gen.
Ramon Zagala, 2ID commander.

The Hawai‘i National Guard,
through the State Partnership Pro-
gram has been working with the
Philippine Army since 2000. The
program calls for military-to-mili-
tary engagements in support of de-
fense security goals and leverages
whole-of-society relationships and
capabilities to facilitate broader
interagency and corollary.

“We in the Hawai‘i National
Guard are proud of the 2ID’s
landmark achievement in
transforming the CAFGU into

a professional National Guard
modeled after the U.S. National
Guards,” said Col. John Udani,
Hawai‘i National Guard director
of military support.

In 1987, the CAFGU system
was created to complement and
support the Armed Forces of
the Philippines in dealing with
internal and external security
threats. However, CAFGU
members were primarily local
militias that had limitations

in training, discipline and
integration with regular Army
units.

HING celebrates State Partnership Program partner
Philippine Army’s new National Guard status

“The transformation elevates
auxiliary personnel into a more
disciplined, trained and com-
munity-focused force which
improves their role in territorial
defense, local security and disas-
ter response,” said Zagala.

Later this year the Hawai‘i
National Guard will partner with
the Philippine National Guard to
conduct several subject matter
expert exchanges.

“We are honored to stand shoulder
to shoulder with our partners

and share in the pride of this
milestone, fully committed to
supporting their continued growth
and even greater accomplishments
in the years ahead,” Udani stated.

DOD.HAWAII.GOV « DOD.PAO.ALL@HAWAII.GOV



Howaii
ARM

NATIONAL

GUARD
*

Change of
command for
Detl Co G

3-126th AVN

Capt. Sarah-Anne

Jordan relinquished
command of Detachment 1,
Company G, 3rd Battalion,
126th Aviation Regiment
(Det 1 Co G 3-126th AVN) to
1st Lt. Alexander Laundree
during a change of command
ceremony at Wheeler Army
Airfield on Feb. 1, 2026. The
unit’s mission includes medi-
cal resupply, transportation of
medical personnel, sling load
and rescue hoist operations
for supporting units.

— U.S. Army National Guard
photos by Sgt. Casandra
Ancheta
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Help Networks Z)/Zfdf
We just talked about times when we needed help.
The people we go to for help are called our

“Help Networks”.

A person or a group of people
you can call on for advice, help,
encouragement, protection, or

guidance.

Who are some of the people that -

you might want to include in 77

network? N w LA M

71 AN
; . lqia/».,\h\ llizﬁul;,,//l, ‘/‘fl

HING Counterdrug team

helps students complete -
. ‘ CONGRATULATIONS
D.A.R.E. curriculum 1 B D.A.RE.GRADUATES

} Students at Iroquois Point Elementary
School and Palolo Elementary School cele-
brated the completion of the D.A.R.E. Keepin’
it REAL curriculum during graduation ceremo-
nies held on Dec. 9 and Dec. 15, 2025. A total
of 75 students graduated from Iroquois Point
Elementary School and 37 students graduated
from Palolo Elementary School. The ceremo-
nies were led by D.A.R.E. instructors from the
Hawai‘i National Guard Counterdrug Support
Program — Sgt. Navpreet Chambers, Sgt.
Samson Achuela and Sgt. Arnold Escano and
included congratulatory remarks from Hono-
lulu Police Department D.A.R.E. officers and a
special appearance by Daren the Lion. The event
reinforced the importance of confident commu-
nication, resistance skills, effective listening,
empowering students to make safe and responsi-
ble choices and build positive relationships.

At top, Sgt. Navpreet Chambers and Sgt. Samson
Achuela taught Iroquois Point Elementary School stu-
dents how to be an upstanding citizen. Top right, Sgt.
Arnold Escano, Daren the Lion and Officer Olmstead
congratulated students at Palolo Elementary School.
At tight, Daren the Lion, Achuela, Chambers, Tech
Sgt. Victoria Schlesinger, Sgt. 1st Class Waylen
Mendoza, Maj. Brian Kwak and Staff Sgt. Scott
Imamura flashed shakas at Iroquois Point Elementa-
ry School.

Hawai'i National Guard photo by Sgt. Navpreet Chambers
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HIARNG aviation earns NGB

Unit Excellence in Satety Award

By Chief Warrant Officer 5
John Yim
Hawai'‘i Army National Guard

} The Hawai‘i Army National
Guard (HIARNG) State Army

Aviation Office was awarded the Unit
Excellence in Safety Award during
the National Guard Bureau (NGB)
Annual Safety Conference, held Jan.
20th-22nd, 2026 in Mobile, Ala.

The award was presented by Maj.
Ben Gonzalez, Aviation Safety
Branch Chief, NGB, to Col. Byron

Cadiz, State Army Aviation Officer,
and Sgt. 1st Class Bryan Hinkle,
representing the 126th Medevac De-
tachment, on behalf of the HTARNG
aviation enterprise.

The Unit Excellence in Safety
Award recognizes Army National
Guard aviation organizations that
demonstrate exceptional perfor-
mance in risk management, mishap
prevention, and safety leadership
while conducting complex and high-
risk aviation operations. HIARNG
aviation units were cited for their
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disciplined safety culture, strong
leadership engagement, and consis-
tent integration of safety principles
across all mission sets.

HIARNG aviation forces support a
wide range of missions, including
aeromedical evacuation, domestic
operations, and emergency response
throughout the State of Hawai‘i. This
national-level recognition highlights
the professionalism and commitment
of HTARNG aviation Soldiers and
civilians to protecting personnel,
equipment, and mission readiness.

Col. Byron Cadiz,
center, and Sgt. 1st
Class Bryan Hinkle,
right, received the
Unit Excellence in
Safety Award from
Maj. Ben Gonzalez
during the NGB An-
nual Safety Confer-
ence in Mobile, Ala.,
in January. (Hawai'‘i
Army National
Guard photo)
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The State of Hawai'i Department of Defense is located at Fort Ruger, Diamond Head. (Retired Master Sgt. Andrew Jackson photo)

History of the State of Hawai‘i

Department of Defense

By Rachel Blaire
State of Hawai'i Department
of Defense Public Affairs

}} The State of Hawai‘i Depart-
ment of Defense (HIDOD),
officially established on Jan.

15th 1960, can trace its origins to
the Military Department of the
Territory of Hawai‘i formed after
WWII to administer the Hawai‘i
Army and Air National Guard
under the leadership of the Adju-
tant General. In preparations for
statehood, the State Civil Defense
was added as the non-military
component of HIDOD.

Amid the Cold War tensions
and the Vietnam conflict, is
when HIDOD refined its dual
federal-state mission and civil
defense systems expanded. In
1968, the 29th Infantry Brigade
was mobilized for federal duty
in Vietnam, marking a pivotal
moment in Hawai‘i’s contribu-
tion to national defense.

The 1970s focused on rebuilding
and modernization with the Ha-
wai‘i Air National Guard updat-
ing its fleet, and Civil Defense
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capabilities matured through
improved planning and tsunami
warning enhancements.

The Hawai‘i Army National
Guard aviation capabilities
expanded in the 1980s, while
the Hawai‘i Air National Guard
upgraded its fleet with the F-15
Eagle and maintained round-the-
clock air defense of the islands.
Civil Defense operations ad-
vanced with response to Hurri-
cane Iwa and the modernization
of statewide emergency systems.
The administrative attach-

ment of the Office of Veterans
Services in 1988 broadened
HIDOD’s community mission.
This new division was created
to assist the many veterans who
call Hawai‘i home.

The 1990s marked increasing
global engagement and domes-
tic operational maturity. Guard
units participated in missions
from Bosnia to Kosovo while
HIDOD responded to major
disasters such as as Hurricane
Iniki. The opening of the Ha-
wai‘i State Veterans Cemetery
and expansion of youth and

community programs including
the Youth Challenge Academy,
underscored a growing commit-
ment to service.

Following the September 11
attacks, the 2000s brought the
largest mobilizations since
World War II. The 29th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team deployed
more than 2,000 soldiers, while
Air Guard units supported
operations across U.S. Central
Command. Concurrently, the de-
partment strengthened homeland
security coordination, expand-
ed strategic airlift capabilities
with a C-17 associate unit and
enhanced disaster preparedness
through exercises.

Throughout the 2010s, HIDOD
adapted to emerging threats with
the establishment of the Office
of Homeland Security in 2013
and the renaming of the State
Civil Defense to the Hawai‘i
Emergency Management Agen-
cy in 2014. The Air National
Guard’s F-22 program achieved
full operational capability, while
HIDOD managed complex
domestic responses, including

B A
AZ1N\
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the 2018 Kilauea eruption and
Hurricane Lane.

Most recently, the Office of
Homeland Security moved to
the Department of Law En-
forcement and a new division
Civil Military Programs was
created to support Youth Chal-
lenge, STARBASE and State
Approving Agency. HIDOD
demonstrated extraordinary
resilience with more than 1,800
Guardsmen supported statewide
COVID-19 operations, followed
by large-scale responses to the
2023 Maui wildfires.

Across seven decades, the

State of Hawai‘i Department of
Defense has transformed from
a territorial military organiza-
tion into a modern, integrated
defense enterprise. Anchored by
the Hawai‘i Army and Air Na-
tional Guard, Hawai‘i Emergen-
cy Management Agency, Office
of Veterans Services and Civil
Military Programs, HIDOD
remains committed to safe-
guarding the people of Hawai‘i
while contributing decisively to
national defense.
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Linnell promoted and takes
command of Troop C, 1-299th CAV

A promotion ceremony was held for Capt. Jordan K. Linnell at the

Keaukaha Military Reservation facilities in Hilo on Jan. 23, 2026.
He was joined by his parents Mike and Romy Linnell, and girlfriend Dana
Harp. He takes command of Troop C, 1st Squadron, 299th Cavalry Reg-
iment (1-299th CAV) which is a dismounted reconnaissance troop based
on Kaua'i.

Linnell began his career in 2017 with the Montana Army National Guard
and was deployed to Saudi Arabia and Kuwait in 2022. After his deploy-
ment, he served as executive officer of his armor company before trans-
ferring to the Hawai‘i Army National Guard in 2024. He was an executive of-
ficer for Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 1-299th CAV and later the
S4 Officer in Charge. He was named 2025 Officer of the Year after compet-
ing and winning the 2025 Best Warrior Competition — Officer Division.

Linnell was born on O‘ahu before moving to Kauai, Guam and then various
western states on the mainland. He graduated from Utah State University
in 2013 with a Bachelor of Science in Wildlife Biology and later commis-
sioned as a 2nd Lt. in the Army through officer candidate school in 2019.

On the civilian side, Linnell worked as a wildlife biologist for the USDA
Wildlife Services in Montana trapping grizzly bears, black bears, wolves
and coyotes. He was also a certified aerial gunner, helping control problem
coyotes from a helicopter. He currently serves as the district supervisor

for USDA Wildlife Services in Hawai‘i. He is also a certified NRA Firearms
Instructor and teaches NRA Basic Rifle, Pistol and Shotgun courses.

Linnell expresses deep gratitude for his family, his soldiers and his men-
tors who've influenced him along the way.

— Sherry Macanas photos

How to find our social media accounts

Hawai‘i Adjutant General
n facebook.com/taghawaii

@ instagram.com/tagofhawaii/
@ https://x.com/HawaiiTAG

Hawai‘i Deputy Adjutant General
n facebook.com/daghawaii

Hawai‘i National Guard Command
Senior Enlisted Leader

n facebook.com/cselhawaii

State of Hawai‘l Department of Defense

@ dod.hawaii.gov/
@ linkedin.com/company/hidod
@ youtubecom/@HI_DOD_PA

Hawai‘i Army National Guard
n facebook.com/HIARNG

@ linkedin.com/company/hiarng

State of Hawai'i Office
of Veterans’ Services

K} facebook.com/soHoVs

STARBASE Hawai'i
n facebook.com/STARBASEHawaii/

@ instagram.com/starbase_hawaii/

= open.spotify.com/show/6bAGObUEBScONISScJE6TC9

@ podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/

na-koa-exchange/id17554597327=zh-Hant-TW
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Hawai‘i Air National Guard

n facebook.com/hawaiiairguard
@] instagram.com/hawaiiairnationalguard/

@ linkedin.com/company/hiang

Hawai‘i Youth Challenge Academy Oahu
n facebook.com/hawaiiyouthchallenge

r@] instagram.com/hyca808/

Hawai'‘i Job Challenge Academy
n facebook.com/HIJobChallengeAcademy

@ instagram.com/hawaiijobchallengeacademy/

Hawai‘i Emergency Management Agency
n facebook.com/HawaiEMA

@] instagram.com/hawaii_ema/

@ https://x.com/Hawaii_EMA

@ linkedin.com/company/hiema
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U.S. Air National Guard photos by Tech. Sgt. Orlando Corpuz

Hawai‘i National Guard collaborates at
chaplain subject matter expert exchange

By Tech. Sgt. Orlando Corpuz
Hawai'i Air National Guard

Religious and legal lead-

ers from the Hawai‘i and
Guam National Guard joined
counterparts from the Armed
Forces of the Philippines for a
Subject Matter Expert Exchange
(SMEE) held Feb. 18-21 at
Camp General Emilio Agui-
naldo, strengthening alliance
cooperation and interoperability
in the Indo-Pacific.

Conducted under the U.S.
National Guard’s State Partner-
ship Program, the engagement
brought together chaplains, judge
advocates general (JAG), officers
and noncommissioned officers to
share professional expertise and
reinforce long-standing security
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ties between the partner forces.

The State Partnership Program
links U.S. states and territories
with partner nations to build

Above, chaplains and judge
advocate generals from the
U.S. and Philippine Armed
Forces agthered for a photo
during a subject matter
expert exchange at Camp
General Emilio Aguinaldo,
Quezon City, Philippines
on Feb. 18, 2026. The
exchange was part of the
U.S. National Guard’s State
Partnership Program which
links a state’s National
Guard with foreign partner
nations to build long-term,
mutually beneficial security
relationships.

at left, Brig. Gen. Daniel
Tansip, Armed Forces of
the Philippines chief chap-
lain, received a coin from
Col.Christopher Guadiz,
Hawai‘i National Guard
command chaplain.

long-term, mutually beneficial
security relationships, and par-
ticipants described the event as a
continuation of that effort in the
Indo-Pacific region.
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Col. Christopher Guadiz, Hawai‘i National Guard command chaplain, spoke to counterparts from the Armed Forces of the Philippines during a subject
matter expert exchange at Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City, Philippines on Feb. 18, 2026. (U.S. Air National Guard photo by Tech. Sgt.
Orlando Corpuz)

“The Indo-Pacific is a geo-
graphic area that the Philip-
pines, Guam, and Hawai‘i call
home,” said Col. Christopher
Guadiz, Hawai‘i National
Guard command chaplain. “We
are all stakeholders in ensuring
we can achieve peace through
our collective strength.”

The engagement reflects more
than 25 years of cooperation
between the Philippines and
the Hawaii and Guam National
Guard, rooted in shared histo-
ry and formalized through the
1951 Mutual Defense Treaty.
Leaders emphasized that
partnerships like the SMEE
contribute to regional stability
by strengthening trust and
coordination among allies.

This year’s exchange marked the
second iteration of the SMEE
for the Hawai‘i National Guard
delegation, who in addition to

Guadiz, included an additional
Senior Chaplain and a commu-
nications expert. The inaugural
event for Hawai‘i, held the pre-
vious year, focused on chaplain
and personnel training, while
the 2026 engagement replaced
personnel experts with Guam
National Guard and U.S. Navy
JAGs.

Organizers said the partnership
highlighted the complementa-
ry roles of legal and religious
advisors, who traditionally serve
on a commander’s special staff
and provide guidance on ethical,
legal and spiritual matters.

“It was appropriate that our
Philippine counterparts saw
lawyers and ministers working
together,” said Guadiz. “Histor-
ically, ethical military leaders
have relied upon these two spe-
cialty branches of the military
for advice and counsel.”
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Training blocks focused on prac-
tical skills that directly support
mission readiness and ethical
leadership. Judge advocate teams
discussed maritime law and the
legal considerations involved in
maritime military and law enforce-
ment operations, while chaplains
collaborated on doctrine and
solution-focused counseling tech-
niques intended to improve service
member care and resilience.

Beyond technical training,
attendees highlighted the
importance of profession-

al relationships and cultural
connections among the forces.
Many participating U.S. service
members share Filipino heritage,
reinforcing personal ties along-
side military cooperation.

“As a proud Filipino American,
it’s been a true honor to be part
of such an endeavor, the cultural
ties that the Guam and Hawai‘i

National Guard share with the
Philippines cannot be over-
looked,” Guadiz said. “Many
of our Servicemembers are of
Filipino heritage.”

By the end of the four-day
exchange, participants identified
practical tools they could apply in
their respective commands and
reaffirmed their commitment to
collective defense and cooperation.

Officials said engagements like
the SMEE demonstrate the
enduring partnership among the
Philippines, Guam and Hawaii
— one built on shared values,
mutual respect and a common
goal of maintaining peace
through cooperation.

During his opening ceremony
remarks, Guadiz addressed the
audience in native Philippine
dialect, saying, “Magkakasama
tayo — we’re in this together.”
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Co B 2-211th
AVN change
of responsibility

Master Sgt. Clayton Perrei-

ra relinquished responsibil-
ity of Company B, 2nd Battalion,
211th Aviation Regiment, 103rd
Troop Command to 1st Sgt.
Kevin Meno during a change
of responsibility ceremony in
Kalaeloa on Jan. 31, 2026.
Distinguished visitors, family,
friends and guests attended
the event where Meno received
the colors from Capt. Zachary
Tinao-Rabellizsa, company
commander.

— U.S. Army National Guard
photos by Spc. Donald Bond
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HIARNG Medical Readiness Detachment
received Army Safety Streamer Award

By Chief Warrant Officer 5
John Yim
Hawai‘i Army National Guard

The Hawai‘i Army National

Guard (HTARNG) Hawai‘i
Medical Readiness Detachment
(HMRD) received the Army
Safety Streamer Award during
a ceremony held March 8§, 2026,
at the Joint Force Headquarters,
Bldg. 19. The unit was recog-
nized for its outstanding commit-
ment to safety.

The Army Safety Streamer Award
recognizes units that demonstrate
exemplary safety performance,
including effective risk manage-
ment, accident prevention, and a
command climate that prioritizes
Soldier well-being. HMRD’s
achievement reflects the profes-
sionalism and dedication of its
Soldiers and leaders in maintain-
ing a safe and mission-ready force.

Distinguished attendees includ-

ed Brig. Gen. Tyson Tahara,
HIARNG Commander; Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Roy Yamada,
HIARNG Command Sergeant
Major; Col. Damon Hogsten,
HIARNG Chief of Staff; Col.
Byron Cadiz, Director of Aviation
and Safety; and Col. Joseph Kushi,
Commander of the HMRD.

Senior leaders addressed the
formation, emphasizing the
importance of safety as a combat
multiplier and a fundamental lead-
ership responsibility. Tahara and
Yamada spoke with Soldiers about
how safety directly contributes to
readiness and units that build a
strong safety culture protect their
Soldiers, preserve combat power,
and remain prepared to execute
the mission whenever called.

Cadiz presented the Army Safety
Streamer to Kushi during a unit
formation attended by senior
leaders and Soldiers of the detach-
ment. The recognition highlights

the unit’s exceptional safety
performance and dedication to
protecting Soldiers while accom-
plishing mission requirements.

“The Hawai‘i Medical Readiness
Detachment has built a strong
safety culture where leaders and
Soldiers actively incorporate risk
management into daily opera-
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tions, which directly contributes
to readiness across the Hawai‘i
Army National Guard,” said
Chief Warrant Officer 5 John
Yim, Safety and Occupational
Health Manager.

Tahara also presented the Safety
Excellence Trophy to Capt.
Thomas Lee, Commander of

The Hawai‘i Army National Guard
(HIARNG) Hawai‘i Medical
Readiness Detachment (HRMD)
stood at formation while receiving
the Army Safety Streamer Award.
At left, Brig. Gen. Tyson Tahara,
HIARNG Commander, presented
the Safety Excellence Trophy to
Capt. Thomas Lee, Commander of
Headquarters, HRMD. (U.S. Army
National Guard photos by Chief
Warrant Officer 5 John Yim)

Headquarters, HRMD, rec-
ognizing the leadership and
commitment that contributed

to the unit’s outstanding safety
culture. The award reflects the
detachment’s emphasis on risk
management, accountability and
taking care of Soldiers.

The event was coordinated by
Sgt. Maj. Roger Goodwin and the
HIARNG Safety Office, which
supports units across the state in
strengthening safety programs,
implementing effective risk man-
agement practices and fostering
a culture that protects Soldiers
while sustaining mission read-
iness. The office works closely
with commanders and leaders to
promote safety as a critical com-
ponent of operational readiness
throughout the HIARNG.
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SENTRY ALOHA 26-1 BY THE NUMBERS

Overall mission effectiveness
« Sortie completion rate — Goal: 95% Actual: 87%
Air operations
otal sorties — Scheduled: 199 Flown: 420
program events- FTR only: 501
mplished: 24
ertifications: 10

From Page 1

The following units and aircraft
participated in Sentry Aloha:

* 154th Wing (Hawai‘i Air
National Guard): F-22 Raptor and
KC-135 Stratotanker

¢ 115th Fighter Wing (Wiscon-
sin Air National Guard): F-35A
Lightning IT

+ 128th Air Refueling Wing
(Wisconsin Air National Guard):
KC-135 Stratotanker

* 159th Fighter Wing (Louisiana
Air National Guard): F-15C Eagle
* 155th Air Refueling Wing
(Nebraska Air National Guard):
KC-135 Stratotanker

* 153rd Airlift Wing (Wyoming
Air National Guard): C-130H
Hercules

* 3rd Wing (Joint Base Elmen-
dorf-Richardson, Alaska): E-3
Sentry

* 552nd Air Control Wing (Tinker
Air Force Base, Okla.): E-3 Sentry
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« Airborne Tactical Advantage
Company (Hawai‘i): MK-58
Hawker Hunter

* Royal Australian Air Force:
Support personnel

These visiting units integrated
with the 199th and 19th Fighter
Squadrons’ Hickam-based “Ha-
waiian Raptors” for high-intensi-
ty simulated combat.

For many visiting Airmen, the
unique geography of the Hawai-
ian Islands provided challenges
that can’t be replicated on the
continental U.S.

“Operating in a tropical climate,
vice, where we operate in Wis-
consin, when the high tomorrow
is going to be negative eight, it’s a
very different feeling for how we
go to fight a lot of other factors
that we don’t normally deal with,
such as the constant potential for
rain showers just to pop up,” said

At top, a U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptor assigned to the 199th Fighter Squad-
ron taxied while an F-15 Eagle took off during Sentry Aloha 26-1 at Daniel
K. Inouye International Airport on Jan. 14. Above, U.S. Air Force Airman
First Class Mario Occhiuzzo, 15th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron crew
chief, conducted preflight maintenance during the exercise at Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam on Jan. 27. Sentry Aloha 26-1 ran through Jan. 28
and leveraged Hawaii’s unique training environment (U.S. Air National
Guard photos by Senior Master Sgt. Mysti Bicoy)
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Capt. Nathan Moll, 115th Fighter
Wing F-35 pilot. “Fighting and
executing our tactics over water,
it’s not something you can do
everywhere, so it’s certainly a
valuable training exercise for us;
we are 100 percent practicing
how we play.”

During the exercise, units
utilized Marine Corps Base
Hawai‘i at Kaneohe Bay as a
simulated ‘spoke’ location. This
forced fifth-generation aircraft
to operate away from their pri-
mary infrastructure at Hickam.
This environment tested their
ability to maintain high-tem-

po operations and advanced
data-sharing in a decentralized
setting, ensuring these stealth
platforms remain lethal even
when traditional hubs are
targeted.

The exercise required significant
logistical coordination, with the
Sentry Aloha team orchestrating
the movement of more than 1,000
personnel and 124 short tons of
cargo within a three-day period.

“Coming over the Pacific, flying
long distances, bringing all the
cargo, the logistics and how
everything flows is a big learning
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Above, a U.S. Air Force
maintenance Airman
assigned to the 15th Main-
tenance Group flashed a
shaka while transporting
equipment during Sentry
Aloha 26-1 at Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam on
Jan. 14. At left, a 199th
Fighter Squadron pilot
greeted a crew chief during
the exercise. Hosted by the
154th Wing, Sentry Aloha
26-1 highlighted the Air
National Guard’s role as a
fully integrated and lethal
operational force within
the Department of War.
(U.S. Air National Guard
photo by Tech. Sgt. John
Linzmeier)

curve for them,” said Senior
Master Sgt. Brian Kealoha, Sen-
try Aloha maintenance planner.
“Everything has to fly. Under-
standing how all those pieces
work—transitioning aircraft,
ensuring tanker support, and re-
fueling—is a massive movement
for a fighter unit traveling long
distances.”

This level of immersion en-
sures that members are not just
trained, but thoroughly prepared
to respond to any conflict when
called upon, particularly when
integrating with partnered units
as a unified team.
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HING UNIT HIGHLIGHTS

Jomnt Forces Headquarters, Hawai‘1 National Guard

-

R -
- A3
“ -

k2

Master Sgt. Jonathan Serrano, a defense cyber range operator with Headquarters Detachment, Joint Force Headquarters, Hawai‘i Army National Guard,
led a cyber class during CYBEREX Super Garuda Shield 25 in Jakarta, Indonesia on Aug. 26, 2025. Super Garuda Shield is an annual exercise between
the Indonesian National Armed Forces and U.S. military. (U.S. Army National Guard Photo by Sgt. Sean Walker)

Location: Kalaeloa Armory
and Fort Ruger, HI

Mission: Serve as the senior
Hawai‘i Army National Guard
(HIARNG) command and
control element in support of
the JFHQ-State for Army units
assigned to the state or territory.
This HTARNG element provides
trained, equipped, and ready
forces capable of mobilizing in
support of both federal and state
missions. With the concurrence
of the state or territory Gover-
nor, acts as needed as a Joint
Task Force (JTF) Headquarters
under U.S. Indo-Pacific Com-
mand (US INDOPACOM)
control.

1. What did you accomplish in
your Annual Training?
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Joint Force Headquarters is unique
in that Guardsmen conduct Annual
Training on a year-round annual
training schedule. This allows
Guardsmen within Joint Force
Headquarters to support different
exercises (Super Garuda Shield,
Tiger Balm, etc.) and support State
Partnership Initiatives in the Phil-
ippines and Indonesia as well or-
ganic training mission sets outside
of the allocated Drill Weekends.

2. What recent missions or
exercises has your unit partic-
ipated in? Future exercises or
deployments?

Joint Force Headquarters recently
completed Keen Edge 2026.
Several primary staff and support
staff planned, prepared and
executed JTF-50 and exercised

Tier II-Tier IV operations. This
training event provides ground-
work and sets conditions for
Hawai‘l National Guard (HING)
HD events, Makani Pahili and
HURREX. These training events
will lead up and culminate

to Vigilant Guard in 2027. In
addition to HING HD exercis-
es, The HTARNG will support
Super Garuda Shield in August in
Indonesia.

3. What new technologies or
systems has your unit recently
integrated? (coming soon items)

New systems that have been
recently implemented is Army
Selection Board System (ASBS)

a secure US Army information
system used by board members
to review, rate and vote on Soldier

files for promotions, schools

and assignments. The system
integrates data from iPerms and
IPPS-A. This year is the first year
ASBS is being utilized for enlisted
boards.

Additionally, Microsoft automate
and forms is an added feature that
has been utilized by our G1 to get
fast personnel readiness metrics
for IDT and full-time leadership.

Our G3 has moved from Digital
Training Management System to
anew platform known as Army
Training Information System
(ATIS). ATIS modernizes and
streamlines Soldier unit training
records. It serves as the authorita-
tive source for training schedules,
weapons qualifications and Army
Fitness Training data.
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NEW HIRES & TRANSFERS - STATE

EMPLOYEE DATE POSITION PROGRAM
Kauffman, Lloyd. ........... 2/1/2026 . ... General Laborer |........ ... ... .. ... ......... ENG / MAINT / KMR
Boisvert, Patrict ........... 2/2/2026 . ... EOC Operations & Threat Specialist. ... ...................... HIEMA
Cash,Scott ............... 2/2/2026 . ... Cadre-Hilo. . ... ... .. YCA - HILO
Hui, Jonathan. ............. 2/2/2026 . . . . Disaster Assistance Project Manager (April 2024 Severe Storms, Flooding & Landslides)
....................................................... HIEMA
Kaleiopu, Sean. .. .......... 2/2/2026 . ... GeneralLaborer |........ ... ... ... .. ... ..... HIANG / 154TH CES
Maeda, Guy ............... 2/2/2026 . . .. Building Maintenance Worker | ................... HIANG / 154TH CES
Maelekapowai, Casey .. ... .. 2/2/2026 . . .. Emergency Management Specialist V. .. ...................... HIEMA
Magno, Milo . .............. 2/2/2026 . . .. Operations Planner (COVID19) . .. ... ... i HIEMA
Masoe,Ose ............... 2/2/2026 . ... EOCWarning Officer. .. ... HIEMA
Oshiro, Sandra. .. .......... 2/2/2026 . ... Office Assistant IV .. ...................... HIARNG / CFMO / RUGER
Lim, Kenneth .. ............ 2/2/2026 . ... Engineer lll. .. ... ENG
Nakama, Devin ............ 2/5/2026 . ... Account Clerk V . . .. ... . ASO
Silva,David ............... 2/9/2026 .... Cadre-Kalaeloa. ... ............ ... .. . ... YCA - KALAELOA
Donato, Hazel ............ 2/12/2026 . ... HR Manager (COVID19) .. ... ittt HIEMA
Ching, Darrick . ........... 2/17/2026 . . . . Administrative Manager (COVID19). .......................... HIEMA
Tucker,Kyle . ............. 2/17/2026 . . . . Operations Specialist (EMPG). .. ........ ..., HIEMA
Williams, Jadin-James . .. .. 2/17/2026 . ... Cadre-Hilo ... ... .. . .. . . . YCA - HILO
Sugita,Brent .. ........... 2/18/2026 . . . . Information Technology, Band B (System Analyst). . HIARNG / CFMO / ENV
Walker, Bryson. ........... 2/19/2026 . ... Cadre-Hilo. . ... . YCA - HILO
Amani-Bui, Linh............ 3/2/2026 . ... Admin Log Specialist . .. ... .. HIEMA
Granadosin, Luke .......... 3/2/2026 . ... Administrative Manager. .............. i HIEMA
Paulo, Steven. ............. 3/2/2026 . ... Janitor . ... ENG / MAINT / KALAELOA
Quintal, Juliana ............ 3/2/2026.... Cadre-Kalaeloa. . ............... ... ..., YCA - KALAELOA
Ouye,Raina............... 3/2/2026 . ... Office Assistant IV . . .. ... ... ... .. . . .. . ... QOVS / Maui
Grdjan, Karissa ........... 3/16/2026 . . . . Logistics System Specialist Plan Unit (COVID19). .. ............. HIEMA
Hazel, Afan .............. 3/16/2026 . . . . DA Office Assistant (COVID19) .. ... ... HIEMA
Judd, Samwuel............. 3/16/2026 . . . . Building Maintenance Helper. .. ........................ ENG / MAINT
Kamai, Chelsea ........... 3/16/2026 . . . . Staff Training Coordinator-Hilo ......................... YCA - HILO
Logue,James ............ 3/16/2026 . . .. Assistant Director . ............. .. .. .. ... . .. ... YCA - KALAELOA
Nash lll, Robert .. ......... 3/16/2026 . . . . Special Project Specialist WF ... ... ... ... .. ... ... .. ... . ... HIEMA
Sheck, Pearl ............. 3/16/2026 . . .. Director-Kalaeloa.............. ... ... ... ....... YCA - KALAELOA
Blas,Ryan ................. 3/16/26 . . . . Emergency Management Reserve Corp Specialist .. ............ HIEMA
NEW HIRES & TRANSFERS - FEDERAL
EMPLOYEE DATE POSITION ORGANIZATION
Mitchell, Stephen.......... 1/12/2026 . ... HR Spec (Military) . ......... ... ... ... ... ... .... 154 MAI SQ, HIANG
Silva, Roquellynn. . ........ 1/12/2026 . ... Aircraft Worker. . . ........ ... . ... . ... .. .. ... 154 AMX SQ, HIANG
Tomas, Chaysen Coby. . .. .. 1/12/2026 . . .. Aircraft Ordnance Systems Mechanic............. 154 AMX SQ, HIANG
England, Morgan-Star. . .. .. 1/26/2026 . ... Health Technician. ......................... ... 154 MEG GP, HIANG
Enriquez, Horacio ......... 1/26/2026 . . .. HR Assistant (Employee Benefits). . ......... HAWAII ANG HQS, HIANG
Miller, Marialone .. ........ 1/26/2026 . . .. HR Assistant (Employee Benefits). . ......... HAWAII ANG HQS, HIANG
Momosea, Dayna Jane . . . .. 1/26/2026 . . .. Transportation Assistant . ....................... 154 LGR SQ, HIANG
Aguda, Jordan Isaiah. ... ... 2/10/2026 . . .. Powered Support Systems Mechanic . ............. 154 MAI SQ, HIANG
Gasper, Kaien Joshua. . .. .. 2/10/2026 . ... Motor Vehicle Operator .. ....................... 154 LGR SQ, HIANG
Johnson, Richard M. ........ 3/8/2026 . ... Supervisory AircraftPilot. .. ........ ... .. ... .. ..., AASF 1, HIARNG
Movick, Edward James . . . ... 3/9/2026 . . .. Aircraft Pneudraulic Sys Mechanic . . . . 154 AIRCRAFT MAINT SQ, HIANG
Calaro, Blayd Tatsuhiko. . .. .. 3/9/2026 . . .. It Specialist (Custspt). .. ............. 292 COMBAT COMM SQ, HIANG

FREE

Tax Filing for
Military Members

A free service for eligible service
members and their families, provided
by the Department of Defense through
Military OneSource. MilTax offers free
e-filing software and support from
consultants specially trained in complex
military-related tax situations.

SCHEDULE A CONSULTATION
* www.militaryonesource.mil/

financial-legal/taxes/ F R E E TAX 5 E RV' C ES

miltax-military-tax-services

* 800-342-9647
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