






































During the reign of Kalakaua

Kalakaua was elected King February 12, 1874, versus Queen. Emma.
Election Riot, order restored by American and British Marines.
1876 Reciprocity Treaty.. 1887 renewal granted Pearl Harbor use.
Claus Spreckels. Celso Moreno., 1881 trip around the world. 1883
Coronation, Walter M., Gibson. 1887 opium bribery scandal, and
Bayonet Constitution. 1889 Wilcox revolt. Died January 20, 1891,

Kalakaua, the Merry Monarch...the uniforms again returned.
Of ficers of the ROYAL GUARD at various times included: John T.
Baker, R. Hoapili Baker, Frank Waiau Feary, J. Hamauku, A. B,
Hayley, T. Jerome, Hiram Kaaha, John Paulo Kahalewai, Kalolii,
David L. Kinimaka, Sam I. Maikai, Thos K. Nakanaela, Samuel Nowlein,
Robert Waipa Parker, J. K. Solomona, Hoa C. Ulukou, and Frank Jerome
Waiau, J. Wawa. . 2

The Pacific Commercial Advertiser reported humorously 21 March 1874:

"On Thursday night the guard at the Palace saw '"sumthin" :

and fired at it. We are not informed whether it was a horse

or.a goat this time., Keep up the scare gentlemen, it will
" help to while away the monotony of our summer months."

One of the first actions Kalakaua took was to resurrect the
ROYAL GUARD, newly entitled the King's Guard and composed of 50
men. The following militia units were also organized:

. . The Prince's Own -- a volunteer company of artillery.

Y

‘The Mamalahqas -~ an infantry company of Hawaiian volunteers

: The Leleiohoku Guard -- the former cavalry unit was
called back into existence,
but was never completely organized
due to the lack of uniforms and
equipment, :

:- The Hawaiian Guard -- two companies‘of infantry that also
were never completely organized.

The 1874 Artlcles of War (in Engllsh and Hawallan) provided the
following lnterestlng items:

"3. Any soldier who shall injure any arms, equipments or
other govermment property, shall be punished. by confinement
at hard labor, with or without ball and chain, not more
than twenty-four hours, or by such:'sentences as.a Court
Martial may direct."

"11. The Articles of War shall be read to the Royal Guard
every Sunday morning."
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Captain Nicholson, a former British' ‘army officer:who lived in
Hawaii 1874-1880, descrlbi% the Hawaiian. mllttary forces as:

"The present army, or more properly speaking, the Palace
Guard, is more numerous in the commlssloned ranks than &
that formlng the file, which latter consists of some
» f1fty men and as they cannot for an instance be relied
e , except to flaunt their bravery in support of thée
% :ﬂmms National emblem that is trotted out at the =
.~ 'opening and prorogation of Parllament volunteer m111tary
" companies have been formed to keep them in check in case
‘of inadvertence with their rusty rifles. The volunteer
companies are five in number, whose clothing evinces
 fertility in imaginative tailoring. They are the Prince's-
@ Own -- artillery without guns! The Leleiohoku Guard -- '
cavedry without horses!, two companies of Hawaiian Guard,
“and the Mamalahoas.''

‘One must consider the sSoUrce.......... - -
N*ﬁholson goes on furthe* to say

"The commemoration of HlS MaJesty s blrthday affords occasion
for a general 'turn out' of the military and civic forces,
usually taking the form of a torchlight proces310n They
assemble at the Fire Bell-tower, which for the nonce had
decorated with Chinese and other lanterns.

"Half-past seven P.M. being the hour appointed for assembly,
and all reported 'present and correct', the line of march
was formed, and on the occasion in witness, the torchs,
lanterns, and other illuminations produced a gay and
picturesque parade.

"The procession, headed by the Royal Hawaiian Band, and
escorted by the military companies, the red and blue shirted
firemen, with their engines (also illuminated), bringing
.up: the rear, passed through the principal streets of the city,
to the entrance of the Palace Yard. Arriving there, the
military companies formed three sides of a hollow square,
"uif which centre was occupied by representatives of the departments
% interested. They, with the spectators, awaited the’ ~appearance

of the King, who, in response to the wish of his assémbled

- subjects, in due course presented himself, amid 1oud and
prolonged cheerlng.L,’

" The Honolulu leles were revived in 1883 and was composed of some
50 white residents of Honolulu under the captaincy of W1111am Aldrich.

At the time the present Iolani Palace was first occupied (December

1882) the King's Guard was composed of: one MaJor commandlng, two
Lieutenants, nine non~-commissioned officers, and 46 privates. The
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Report of the Military Committee to the Legislative Assembly of 1882

included:

"The enlargement of -the seivice about the Palace, calls
for an ‘increase of the King's Guards. This force being in
regular service, ought to be kept in a state of efficiency,
and strict discipline, as an adjunct to the civil power,
as well as for Palace service.'

MaJor'Robert“Hoaplll Baker beceme commander of the King' 's Guard

end Vo

lunteer Forces upon the decrease of Brevet Lt. Col. David L.

Kinimaka, Excerpts from Major Paker's 1884 report follOWS""

v’reduced to 58 actually doing duty, £from the follow1ng

"The enlisted men of the Xing's Guard on the roll number

in all, rank and file, 63. This number has since been
Fa

_ causes: death 1, desertion 1, imprisonment in the Ozhe é‘
g.

) The health of the ‘men has been in generel good.

Pr;son for criminal offenses 3; total effective strength,.

S P

"The expendltures of the Company have  been w1th1n the
amount of the appropriation made by the last Leglslatlve ¢
_Assembly. The estimated expenditure of the next two years

is very large, which sum exceeds that of the last two

.; years estimated by $39,406.88, caused.by,the increase of
- the Guard rank and file to 78 men, and the appointment

of two additional officers, that of an.Adjutant and a
Third Lieutenant, which is deemed necessary to. facilitate
the maneuvering of the troops; one of these app01ntments I
was commissioned to hold, that of Adjutant, before the
death of the 1are commandlng offlcer. s :

'"Your Excellency ‘will perceive that an: advance has been made
upon the payroil of the men for $10. per month of. the 1ast
two years to $15. per month for the next two years. The
extreme high price of labor and inducement in other more
lucrative _occupations makes it advisable to advance their
pay to 50¢ per-day or $15. a month and found whlch must

be considered as fair an average compensation:for men as

.could be obtalned to serve in the capacxty of soldiers,

"The item of poi and meat has been advanced from two and a
half cents a pound, as coutractéd for the last two years, to
that of five cents a pdund for the next two years. During
the commencement of the year, this acticle of food has been
scarce and prices have naturally advanced. ......The price
of meat has also been raised from seven cents a pound, to

A ten cents foér the next two years ..:.. The. beef served out

" to the men at seven cents a pound is of a very 1nfer10r 3
quality, but by procuring beef at ten cents a pound ‘and
of better quality, with a change cf diet in salmon and
vegetables, will enable them to be supplied with good
rations of nutrltlous and wholesome food. ~

"There have been purchased the following,armé::igho small
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five barrel gattling guns {old pattern), besides Winchester
repeating rifles and Austrian Uchateus mountain and field
batteries, which armament arrived here in February last in
good order. ....... ‘

"Aside from this, the soldier of the day has passed from

the old, obsolete mechanical being into that of & scientific,
intelligent and educated individual. It is therefore
necessary ,.... that he should receive as complete instruction
in the knowledge and science of his profess1on as the service
can offer.

"Besides the ceremonial occasions of the coronation, the
unveiling of two statues of XKamehameha, in Honolulu and Kohala,
on only one occasion have the troops been called into active
service to put down a disturbance, viz, at the immigration
depot; their prompt arrival on the spot had the moral effect
of quelling a riot that might have been followed by serious
consequences, Such service ought to have been done by the
police force, or by the local Goveramment tvoops, rather

_ than, by the King's Guard, as it was intended that they should
only guard the King's Palace and his person. The practice in
this rgSpect has never been carrvied out, and they are not only
made to fire the national salutes of this Govermment, but
salutes to other nations, and nerform services which do not
reflect honor and credit upon their app01ncment as a personal
guard for His Majesty."

This report refers to an interesting soldier-of-fortune assigned
to the King's Guard about whom littie is known ~- Captain A, B. Hayley,
late of the llth Hussars, English Armny. He appears in the famous
picture of Kalakaua and nis mzlltary staff on the front steps of the
Palace.

The budget request for the next biennium to support a 78 man King's
Guard was $78,307.38 and $238,334.70 to support the total military forces.
It was not adopted

Strength of the militia units at this time was as follows:

Leleioloku Guard {Cavalry) 84
Prince's Own (Artiliexy) 105
.Mamala00ds (Infantry) 75
| Honolulu Rifles {Infauntry) 52

In 1886 a Driil Shed was constructed adjacent to Tolani Barracks
to house the artillery and the pay of soldiers was increased.

The Honolulu Almanac and Directory of 1887 states:
“"As a finish to the_foregoing narrative of the Jubilee -
Birthday celebration (fiftieth birthday of King Kalakaua

November 16, 1885) it is proper to add that Sunday, November
28th, being the 43rd anmiversary of the recognition of
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Hawaiian Independence by England and France, was observed -
in a way which made it part of this event. The King and
Royal Family, escorted by the Royal Guards, attended
Divine service in the forenoon at Kaumakapili Church."

A variance from’normal duties was'provided in 1887 when Lt. Frank
Jerome Waiau became a Lieutenant of Marines on the H.M.S. Kaimiloa,
and commanded 12 Hawaiian Marines (Royal Guard detailed for this
duty). The six months commissioning of the H.M.S. Kaimiloa, the
voyage to Samoa, the reaction of the Germans who controlled Samoa,
is a fascinating tale all by itself.

By 1887 the Honolulu Rifles composed of white residents had
increased to four companies and were first commanded by Lt.Col. V. V.
~Ashford and later Major H. Hubbard. The strength of all forces on
' November 11, 1887 was:

King's Own 60 _
Prince's Own 53
Queen's Own 52
Leleiohoku Guard 49
Mamalahoas 62
Honolulu Rifles 272.

The oplum brlbery scandal of 1887 and other substantlatlons of
corrupt government and bribe-taking resulted in the influential white
citizenry of Honolulu holding a protest mass meeting at the Honolulu
Rifles' Armory. Following this meeting, strong resolutions were sent
to Kalakaua for government reform. As the primary source of funds to
operate the government came from these people, and the Honolulu Rifles
were patrolling the streets during the ensuing unrest, Kalakaua
acqu1eSCed to their demands. Among other actions follow1ng, the
Hawaiian militia units began to go out of existence. .It has been said
this was due to their not "backing up'’ Kalakaua during this time of need.

Another reaction set in -- the Hawaiian residents became bitter
towards Kalakaua as they felt he had betrayed them to the white residents,
when he approved a new Constitution commonly known as the “Bayonet
Const1tut10n Actual m111tary forces remaining were the King's. Guard
and the Honolulu Rifles. ; - - :

The Wilcox Insurrection of 1389 was another of those mysterious
episodes during Kalakaua's reign, which involved so much intrigue and
double-dealing that it is hard to fathom the logic of it today. Robert
Wilccx was a part-Hawaiian who had been sent to Italy by the Hawaiian
government to receive a military education. When he returned to Hawaii
he became a ''stormy petrel' and for a while was exiled from the country.
The Wilcox Insurrection appavently intended either to seat Kalakaua
more firmly on the throne, or intended to replace him with his sister
Liliuokalani. The actual result, it appears, was that Wilcox was
abandoned to his fate.
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Wilcox and. 150-200 armed Hawaiians seized the Palace grounds
early in the morning of July 30, 1889. Kalakaua, accompanied by
Colonel Iaukea and several ROYAL GUARD had conveniently and secretly
gone to his Boathouse at Honolulu Harbor just before they arrived.
Captain Robert Waipa Parker,and sixteen of the ROYAL GUARD, was ordered
to remain in the Palace and allow Wilcox entry into the Palace grounds
but not the Palace, At that time the Palace grounds were surrounded
by a 7-8 foot:high coral masonry wall with four large timber gates in ..
which were inserted small entrance doors of boiler iron. :

Wilcox seized four artillery pieces and ammunition at Iolani
Barracks and posted them inside the Palace grounds so they would each
command an entrance. gate. The Honolulu Rifles mobilized to uphold the
law, assembled at their armory, and surrounded the Palace grounds.
Colonel Ashford demanded that Wilcox surrender -- the answer was r1f1e
fire, and the "battle" began.

Several members of Wilcox's gun crews on the Klng Street and
Richards Street sides were soon killed by rifle fire, other Wilcox men
took cover in the basement of the Palace or in the Bungalow, a wooden
building in the Hotel Street-Richards Street corner of the Palace Grounds.
Those who sought refuge in the basement were taken in charge by Captain
Parker, who. telephoned to a government official that the insurrectionists
were his prisoners.. He was instructed to send them to the King Street
gate on the run; and several prisoners were hurried from the yard during
the afternoon. By late afternoon there was almost continuous fire from
several hundred rifles in buildings surrounding the Palace, and little
response from the insurrectionists. Grenades were hurled at the Bungalow.
By nightfall the insurrectionists surrendered. Seven of Wilcox's followers
had been killed and a score injured. .

Wilcox and the other leaders of the Insurrection were soon turned
loose when it became apparent that they were popular heroes to the
~ Hawaiian population. The Hawaiian militia companies King's Own,
‘Queen's Own, Prince's Own and the Leleiohoku Guards; were disbanded
August 12, 1889. The King's Guard was reduced to thirty-oﬁe'men and
placed under the control and orders of the Minister of Foreign Affairs.
The field pieces were ummounted, and together with the rifles and:..
ammunition were removed from the Palace to the Police Station. - The wall
around the Palace grounds was removed. Perhaps Wilcox ''got the last laugh',
he used his popular influence with the next legislature to pass an act
“which disbanded the Honolulu Rifles (First Bn, Hawaiian Volunteers)
August 23, 1890, The Honolulu Rifles, however, kept an informal organiza-
tlon which was later rapldly pulled together in the Revoiutlon of 1893.
The Hawaiian military had again ebbed to%the small force of ROYAL
" GUARD;, whose mission was to guard their sovereign, the Palace, and
firing salutes as required. Kalakaua's stormy reign came to an end
January 20, 1891. Y # 42t
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During the Reign of Liliuokalani

Queen Liliuokalani was a strong willed and determined woman. She
was respected by the Hawaiian population, and had dispelled doubts in
the minds of the white population by agreeing to uphold the Constitution
of 1887. Ambitions and power politics soon caused dissentions, and the
crisis rapidly built up in 1892,

In early 1893 the Queen endeavored to establish a new (and re-
actionary) Constitution. This was considered the '""final straw' and
the white citizens objected, called a mass meeting January 16, 1893,
and pulled together the framework of the disbanded Honolulu Rifles to
provide a volunteer security force.

Thurston states that:

"...the Queen, in anticipation of resistance on the part of

the whites, had sent for him (Wilcox) the night before to

take command of four small pieces of cannon which she had

caused to be placed in the upper halls of the palace, enfilading
the approaches to that building from all sides, and that he

had declined. These cannons were still there when the
Provisional Govermment took possession of the palace. I also
learned that the household guards to the number of eighty,

who were at that time drawn up in line from the palace to

the entrance gate, were armed with ball cartridges and under

the command of a favorite who had received explicit instructionms.
The police station had been fortified with two Gatlings, and a
force of police, under the Marshal, and were in readiness for
immediate use."

The Monarchy was overthrown January 17, 1893, Queen Liliuokalani
surrendered sovereignty under protest, and a Proclamation issued which
established a Provisional Govermment. Only one shot was fired -- Captain
Good shot a policeman in the shoulder who had tried to stop him from
delivering a load of weapons to the volunteer security force. Dole

states:

"Governor Cleghorn called, and we arranged to have the Household
Guards evacuate the barracks early the next morning. Commander
Soper, occupying the room that the councils had abandoned,

was busy during the night in organizing our volunteer forces

and arranging a patrol of the town.

"The next morning the barracks were given up to our forces and

we installed a garrison therein under command of Captain Good.
Early in the forenoomn, the royal standard was seen floating

from the Palace flagstaff, probably the routine work of the

Palace janitor. A messenger boy was sent over to have it lowered."

Colonel Soper disbanded the ROYAL GUARD the evening of January 18, 1893.

-FINIS-
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