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WANT GUARD AS
 FIRST LINE OF
CITIZEN ARMY

(Continued' from Page 1)

the views and opinions of that body of
men in the nation who during a period
of more than a quarter of a century,
have devoted their time and energy,
in the National Guard, to the develop-

ment and maintenance of such a force. |

“This association pledges its sup-
port to any reasonable increase in the
regular army that may be recommend-

“ed by the president of the Umted

States as in his judgment necessary!
for the better national defense and
pledges its best efforts to secure the
enactment of such measures into law.:
Must Have Larger Force.

“The committee is of the opinion
that the training and development of
a larger force for national defense is
imperatively necessary. For years this
association and the National Guard
have been working for legislation
which will make the organized militia
a federal force in time of war. AS
there is somé€ question as to whether
the legislation now on the statute
books and other proposed legislation
accomplishes this result without a con-
stitutional amendment, the committee
recommends that Congress propose
such an amendment to the federal con.
stitution as will make the organlzed
militia effective for service both with-
in and without the continental limits
of the United States, upon exactly the
same terms and conditions as the reg:
ular army can by law be used, grant-
ing to the Congress the right to pre-
scribe the discipline, equipment and
training thereof, reserving to the sev-
eral states the.control of their forces
fn time of peace, the appointment of
the officers thereof in accordance with
a umform system to be prescribed by
the Congress, and the organization, lo-
cation and arrangement of the units of
the same.

“We recommend that the National
Guard use its best efforts to have such
amendment passed by the Congress
and ratified by the several states at
the earliest possible moment. Pend-
ing the ratification of such amendment
we ask that Congress enact a law em-
bodying the principle of federal com-
pensation to the National Guard as a
return for its assumption of the con-
tractuul duty of federal service and
its gervices in preparing therefor
Expect Force of 200,000.

“This step taken, there will be such
an'jincrease in the. forces of the or-
ganized militia that the nation will
have an immediate dependable and
trained force of not less than 200,000

men as the nucleus from which to ex- |
We be- |

pand as necessily may arise.
lieve that the National Guard can be
so developed, that by reason of its

continuous instruction throughout the!

year it will produce a greater sta;e of
military preparedness than can be ob-
tained by citizens in any other way.
We cgll attention to the fact that the
National Guard possesses the facilities
and means for carrying on such train-
ing, through its armories and rifle
ranges and the ‘continued regularity of
contlol and instruction, which should
be done in strict accordance with fed-
eral requlrements

‘“We emphasize .the. fact that the
National Guard of the United States,

now organized and.equipped, is com- |

poged of officers and men whose first
thought of service is for the nation
and if not so available under existing
constitutlonal requirements it cannot
be. tOQ speedily made so, in qu,er th t
the Natlonal Guard may proper‘Jy dis-
charge the duties for which its mem-
bers have. enlisted.

“We are of the opinion that the de-|

velopment of the National Guard along
the lines suggested would give us at
once a strong first line and the first
proportion of the quota of any organ-
ized force that may be required for the
national defense and that both in its
personnel and as an institution it is
entitled to and should receive such

-preference,

Appeal to State Pride.

- “We believe that state pride and
state officers make the best possible
argument for recruiting; and that a

- force raised by that method would be

in' harmony with the traditions of the
people in the various localities, be-
rause just regard must be had at all
times for the sentiments and preju-|
dices of the people of the various
states with regard to the forces to be
armed, equipped and trained within
their borders.

“We therefore“recommend the fol- L_.“

:%{}wjng: \ !
“First, that this association approve

the mcrease in the regular army as
recommended by*the president of the

thereof in accordance with national

‘| meet the exactions of existing law.

requirements.

"|Use Guard as First Line.

“Third, that this association urge
upon Congress that such legislation be
enacted as will make the Natlonal
Guard immediately avallable as the
| first line, of the proposed -citizenry
- army.

- “Fourth, that this association rec.
ommend the enactment of the pro-
pcsed leglslathn for the jncrease of
the efficiency of the organized militia, |
embodying the principle of compensa-
tion for militia - service in order to

“Fifth, that the executive commit-
tee of this association be authorized
and directed ,to take all necessary
steps to proe{‘kre the enactment into
law of the recommendations of the
association, including authority to call
a special session of this association if '
the same be deemed necessary.

“As to the further matters submit-
ted for the consideration of the com-
mittee it recommends that authority |
be given by law to the. heads of the'

| executive department of the federal
| government to grant leaves of ab-
| sence, without loss of time or pay or

efficiency rating, to. all federal em-
ployes for the performance of mllitary
duty in the National Guard.”
All of the foregoing recommenda-
omLuf the legls]ative committee were
optedaand given the hearty approval
of ‘the convention.
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