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| Top officers of Hawaii’s
9th Brigade have gone un-
lerground this week to con-
luct an exercise in a secret,
hree- stoLy building buried
relow Wahiawa, pineapple
lelds. o

‘_ Co_vered with djrt, grass
“and pineapples, the building
looks something like a her-
-mit’s cave. But'once you go
‘through the camouflaged en-
-trance ‘and 'down 'a long tun-

nel, you walk into what could

-be mistaken " for. an ‘office

building.

Green and white halls lead
into meeting rooms, a mess

- hall and sleeping quarters.

Officers and men sit at desks
in the underground offices,
working on maps and sxppmg
coffee.

During World War II, this

‘ building was the Army’'s

North Sector Command Post :
when the defense of Oahu §

was 'divided into two sections:
with the South Sector Com-
mand Post at Ft. Ruger.

After the war, the concrete
supe1 -bunker was abandoned
and it fell victim to vandals

and decay Last year, it was.

renovated by the 11th Bri-
gade and has been used since
for Schofield training exer-
cises.

Today the concrete strue-
ture is called the “Mongoose
Hﬂton”‘ or the ‘‘Ship.”

The brigade headquarters

. staff has been in and out of
the underground buﬂdmg >

since Nov. 4 on an exercise
called Lepper Lappin L

They are pretending they
are on a ship on its way to
storm the beaches of Korea’s:
Kim Po Peninsula in a land-
ing similar to Gen. Douglas
McArthur’s famed landing at
Inchon during the Korean
War.

In the exercise, they are
among three allied divisions
who must move south of

Seoul in asulprlse attack on
a large North Korean force.
The exercise in the under-

for a major combat landing

of Maui, the brlgade civil af-

3134  Huelani Place,

He said the Kim Po Penin-
sula in Korea was chosen as
a site for the simulated land-
ing because it’s otitline is al-
most exactly the same as {he
shape of Oahu.

The beachead of Kim FPo
fits right over the Dillingham
Airfield at Mokuleia on their
map’s plastic overlay.

.@_Falther down. the hall, Lt.

L. 1* 'rancis Bowers Jr., of
com-
I%nder of the 487th Artil-
y, was plotting air and ar-

e mAkiRs =and pl arninl h’E ery support for the simu-

ering of troops in this stage

r ;‘ Lepper Lapin, but on Sun-

day, the men and officers of

faifs  officér, waghllel first prigade and battalion head-

person to greet us when I en- \
tered theunderground
‘‘ship” yesterday.

“Welcome aboard,” he

said. “Did you land on the

deck by helicopter?*”

Upstairs in a larger room,
Col. Clyde W. Woods Jr., bri-
gade executive officer,
showed us maps made up for
the “landing.”

quarters will be “ashore’’ in
Kahuku where they su:nl,l{ate
the activities of brig dessized
combat landing. L

On Dec. 2, all 4,600 men of
the brigade wﬂlm ve tolthe
Kahuku hills to play their
‘role in the simulated at_t_ack.
It is the first brigade- -sized
operation of the 29th smqe it
was aclivaled.
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