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NATIONAL CANVASS

FOR PREPAREDNESS
- REACHES HONOLULY

Members of Cﬁamber_ of Com-
merce Will Express Attitude
" Towards Country’s Defense

—

PROPOSITION TAKES _
FORM OF REFERENDUM

S——,

Chamber of Com_merce of United
States Appeals To Seven
Hundred Auxiliaries

————

How "the business men of Honolulu
and of the United States generally feel
toward the subject of national defense,
will be ascertained within the next two
weeks through a referendum condueted
by the Chamber of Commerce of Hono-
lulu in this city and by the Chamber of
Commerce of the United Slatcs through-
out the ¢ountry,

Tt will be, it is said, the most thor-
ough and comprehensive effort ever
made to ascertain countrywide senti-
ment on a question so prominently be-
fore the people ani ¢rngress,  The re-
ferendum, just received here—the fif-
teenth since the organization of the
natioual chamber of cctmmerce-—has
been sent to seven huundred commercial
hodies, ire'ulling the Hono'ulu auxil-
1arV, in every state, territory and iusu-
!ar possession in the Union, represent-
g a grand total of more than 300,000
business men. Manv American cham-
bers of commerce abroad also will be
hoa'rd from, and all auxiliaries of the
national body will be asked to vate for
or against recommendations contained
in the. report of a snecial committee,
of which Bascom Little of Cleveland,
Ohin, is chairman,

Recommendations of Committee

This committee recommeniis that, for
‘the preser\:'ation of the peace and llonor
of the United States, the national de-

fense forces, both on sei, and lund,

should he so ines la gt e .
trial resources S0 “eo-ordinated as to
,{m.léé“ﬁ.mr_f: ‘aXailable the military, in-
dustrial and financial strength of the
nation. It is urged that a body in the
natire of a council of national defense
be created by law to assist in the de-
velopment of an adequate and coutin-
uing policy for national defeyse. 3

The committee recommends that a
stalf  of industrial mobilization be
forthwith created by law and so or-
ganized and maintained in times of
peace as to insure the most effective
use of the economic resources of the
United States in case of war. Tt is ad-
vocated that a program of naval con-
struction be adopted immediately suffi-
clent to restore the United States at
|least to its former position of second
naval power in the Atlantic, with a
surplus in the Pacific sufficient to pro-
tect the coasts, its pessessions its trade
routes, the canal zore and adjacent ter-
ritory,

The committee asks t0 have created
by law a general staff for the navy by
‘stréngthening  the present offics of
naval operations of the navy depart-

heut, or otherwise. A recommendation
is made ithat the regular army be in-
jereased until it, together with its
‘trained reserves, shall be suﬂ‘fcient to
furnish the first line of land defense
as recommended by the general staff of

‘the army, or by the council of national

defense‘ or similar body after it has

been created by Jaw.

Universal Training Urged i
The committee, recognizing the mili-

tary obligation equally with the civie

i

| obligation as a fundamental duty of

democratic citizeuship in a republic

and to establish a system which will af-
fect every 'man alike, recommends that

imaversal military training be adopted

tas a fuudamental democratic principle

b

of our military policy and be enforced
by law to furnish adequate land, sea

‘and induatrial forces in peace and war,
. The question of national defense was
_brought to the consideration of the

board of dirgctors of the Chamber of

‘Commerce of/the United States through .

resétitions presented by widely separ-
ateéd  organizations, They were the

-.%_‘pblianc‘u‘Gha'niber of Commerce, the

t{_ville Board of Trade and the New

York Merchants Association. Tt re-

vealed the fact that business men were
[ a;—._tl_vi;l_y" thinking along the lines of jn-
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DEFENSE CANVASS

1 COUNTRYHDE

Attempt Is Made To Determine
'Exact Sentiment of America
Toward Preparedness

T

( Concluded from Page 7) 7
hensive and at the same time cohesive

‘of other nations, up to and including

!try, that such organization of industry

| attacked, the cheapest, most effective

whole.

Last Hour Legislation Ineffective
Arguing for a staff of industrial mo-

bilization, the committee 82ys our own

experiences in the Spanish and Civil

wars, and the subsequent experiences

the present war, have shown disastrous
results through lack of immediately
available industrial capacity. Tt is ree-
ognized that the& suceess of armies and
navies depends apon  organiZed indus-

must be préfirranged, and that it in-
creases industrial efficiency in times of
peace. Although about forty per eent
of the army budget is now being spent
for materials and transportation; no
legislation has been proposed insuring
and  controlling their supply. = No
mmount of ‘‘last hour’’ legislation ean
afford protection when trouble is im.
minent, and it can never take the place
of prearranged organization and train.
ing. ‘

Additional significant paragraphs
from the committee report are quoted:

{‘The first line of national defense,
by our geography, is the navy. And if

and safest defense by the navy can
only be obtained if it is strong enough
to seek out and destroy the enemy at
sea and at a distance from our sho es
sufficiently great to render invasion im-
praeticable and thus eliminate the
alarm dnd subsequent commercial and
financial paralysis and less which ae-
tompany the immediate menace of
such a danger.’’ 2
An ‘Adequate Regular Army '
‘“To support the regular army and
the national gnard we have today
only the ‘untrained citizens and the
unorganized industries of the conntry.
Undoubtedly they constitute the real
defensive strength of the nation, pro-
vided there be time to train the eciti-
zens and to divert our industries to the
production of war materials, The ex-.
perience of Great Britain in the present
war in Europe plainly, howerver,
teaches that at least six months will
elapse before the first reinforcementy
of trained volunteers ean be securel by
this method, ‘and it is doubtful whether
they could be secured at all if our
territory, our great industrial regions
and centers of population, wealth, com-
meree and government a'ong and near
our coasts were not kept practically
free from the invader. Calm considera-

tion of;the prohable course of events
in case we were invaded forces the con.
\clusion that we would not he thus free
from molestation during the months
(that would be needed to mobilize our
\resources in men and industries.’? )
© ““With a strong navy and with the)
Inucleus of an adequate army, together
' with a proper organization of our in-
" dustrial resources, onr diplomatic utter-
ances should have so much weight that
actual war would be a remote contin-
geney. With such an organization for
| breparedness, on a firm working basis,
it is inconceivable that a first-class
power wounld attempt to invade this
country unless the provocation were'
very great. If such a system be re-
garded as Jireventive insurance, it is
insurance without ecst, for it would be
mere than paid for by the development
of industrial efficiency and harmony
that would follow its adoption. Teco-
| nomy, rapidly of produetion, better dis-
tribution ot lahor, and a fine sense of
collective' responsibility on the part of
everyone would result.’’
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