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D 1Federal disaster 
aid is promised as 
damage estimates 
add up to $1 billion 
By Gregg K. Kakesako 
Ster-Bulletin 

IHUE - For a s~cond time in 
a- decade, nature has 
dragged K-auai's 51,000 resi
dents through hell. Now 

they must dig their way out, most 
of them without ele<;tricity, full 
telephone service or .even ice to 
keep their food edible. : : • 

Hurricane Iniki - the most de~
astating storm in state history -
left an estimated $1 billion in 
damage, triggering a federal di
saster declaration by President 
Bush. 

Amid the destruction two peo
ple died: a 91-year-old Kilauea 
m~n fatally injured by flying de
bris and an elderly Kapaa woman 
who died after her house col
lapsed. 

Several dozen people were 
treated at Wilcox Hospital for cuts 
from flying glass and other debris. 

Those who survived may feel 
lucky, but in this case luck carries 
a heavy price: They will spend 
mo~ths, maybe years, rebuilding 
their shattered homes businesses 
and lives. ' 

Just 10 years .ago, they had to 
pick up the pieces after· the ram
page of liurricarte lwa. 

~~uaj :.Qf~ic,i~ls .'provided this 
grim O'-;~rv1ew :of tbe Garden Is-
land: ·, • 

• 90 .p~rcent to 95 percent of 
the island's 25,000 houses and con
dominium apartments were dam
aged or leveled. 
■ Power won't be restored is

landwide for at least 30 days. One 
optimistic estimate was that some 
people will get power in five days. 
■ Residents can now call out 

but still can't receive telephone 
calls. 

-~ ,Only ,limited airline service is 
av.ailable. Damage to the naviga

. tlonal aids system at the Lihue 
• Airport's control tower initially 

clo~ed the airport and stranded an 
estunated 7,000 tourists. 
■ All of Kauai's 395 miles of 

roads were open by mid-morning 
yesterday, but some roads were 
down to one lane as motorists 
weaved around fallen trees, utility 
poles and other debris. 
■ Tap water service will be re

stored to 80 percent of the island 
in a few days. 
■ Several garbage and green

waste dumps will be set up around 
the island, in addition to one now 
open at Kekaha. 
■ The Red Cross was helping 1 

more than 7,000 people in 14 emer
gency shelters established at pub-

See AID, Page A- l A 
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