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Army

On Brigade
Is Reduced

By WALLACE MITCHELL

Advertiser Military Writer

Hawaii’s 29th Infantry Bri-
gade has been tapped for far
less manpower for Vietnam
than had been predicted.

The Brigade — one of the
nation’s elite Special Re-
gerve Forces among Guard
units — was called into ac-
tive service May 13. Defense
department officials said at
the time that it might be
called on to contribute up to
15 per cent of its highly
trained troops in any one
month.

‘“The levies on the Brigade
have not been nearly as
great as we had at first
thought . they might be,” Col.
Clyde W. Woods Jr., acting
commander, said yesterday.
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“It’s .been nowhere near
the 15 per cent figure. As a
matter of fact, it ran about 2
per cent before Christmas
and has been running be-
tween 8% and 9 per cent
since then.

“The levies were heavier
in January and February —
about 400 men for each
month. But we’re getting re-
placements all the time.

“Frankly, with the deacti-
vation of other units else-
where, we’re really over-
strength, but we have too
many of certain kinds of
trained specialists and too
few of others, so they have to
bg integrated into our pro-
gram.

“They have to do some
basic, fundamental training
as individuals and with new
units.”

The Brigade strength
stands now at about 4,600 of-
ficers and men.

Some of the heaviest levies
are in the ranks of top offi-
cers and lower enlisted
ranks, Woods said.

Officer Calls

“Most of our local officers
are receiving orders,” he
said.

“I’'ve been told to expect
my orders. Col. Mickey Bow-
ers,sthe=deguty commander,
is 'scheduled to go.

“But there’s no morale
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problem in the 29th. I don’t
think the morale of the Bri-
gade suffered a great deal
during the various controver-
sies it’s been through since it
was activated.
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“Our soldiers are doing a
good job they’re coming;
along fine. You don’t hear
anything adverse among |
them except from the same |
old group.” _

All units of the Brigade |
have been getting intensive |
training at the Pohakuloa
Training Area on the Big Is-
land. The 1st Battalion, 299th
Infantry, has been there for
the past month and is in the
process of being airlifted
back to Schofield Barracks
this week.

Those troops deplane from
61st Military Airlift Com-
mand C-124 Globemasters at
Hickam Air Force Base at
about 90-minute intervals.
They are replaced by troops
of the 100th Battalion, 442nd
Infantry, and their equip-
ment who now are taking
over the training area.

Ends Training

The 2nd Battalion, 299th In-
fantry, went through the Big
Island training course in De-
cember.

“Each outfit has an artil-
lery unit with them and are
getting training that they|
can’t get here, especially in
the firing of all the weapons,
and particularly, long-range
weapons,”’ Woods said.

“They’re also getting
counter-guerrilla training |
and long-range patrol and|
sweep operations in the Wai-
pio Valley area.

“Also, we’ve been able to
tie in tactical air support
missions with the units of the
Massachusetts and Ohio Air
National Guard that have
been training out here.”’

In June, a full brigade-size
exercise will be held at Po-
hakuloa.

Woods said that prepara-
tions already are in the plan-
ning stage for the scheduled
15th deactivation of the |
29th. Physical examinations
and the paper-work neces-1
sary for the release of the
men WQE?B% duty
will be completed In advance
whenever possible, he said.

woluly  Advertiser
FEB 1 4 1969




