
20070506 

1.  Business. 
 
● Going down to Hickam for an ID card?  In order to better serve the entire Hawaii National 
Guard community, the 154th Mission Support Flight changed their customer service hours of 
operation.  Traditionally the 154 MSF closed on Sunday afternoon of the UTA to perform In 
House Training.  In House Training has now been changed to Saturday of the UTAs, which 
expands our Sunday customer service hours.   
 
Why change the hours of operation?  The Operations and Maintenance community usually 
employ a flying schedule on Saturday of the UTAs.  This means both Operations and 
Maintenance typically have Sunday free to meet readiness requirements.  The 154 MSF 
realizes that in order for individuals to take responsibility for meeting their readiness 
requirements, we should do our best to meet their availability.   
 
Effective immediately, the schedule below will apply to the 154th Mission Support Flight: 

Monday: Closed for compliance training 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday: 0800 - 1530 
Wednesday: 0800 – 2000 
UTA Saturday: 0800 - 1200 
UTA Sunday: 0800 - 1530 

 
(Taken from an e-mail sent out by CMSgt Connie Hoffman, NCOIC, 154th Mission Support 
Flight, 448-7444.) 
 
● Social Security at 62 or 66??  When to Collect?  Dreaming of retirement?  A spreadsheet at 
www.AnalyzeNow.com helps you decide whether to take Social security benefits at age 62 or at 
66.  Plug in variables – expected benefits, retirement costs, and savings – and you get your 
“break even” age for waiting.  If you expect to live past it, delay Social Security.  Click on “Free 
Programs.”  (I saw this article in Kiplinger’s Personal Finance magazine, May 2007 issue.) 
 
● Beefing Up TSP Account Security on the Web.  In the coming weeks, the TSP is taking a 
major step to help keep your account transactions and information on this Web site more 
secure.  We will require you to log into the Account Access section of this Web site with a 
longer, more complex Web password — a unique combination of letters and numbers that you 
can choose yourself or have the TSP's computer generate for you. 
 
If you are already a TSP participant, the first time you log into Account Access after the new 
Web passwords go into effect, you will be prompted to either create your own Web password or 
request a computer-generated password.  If you are just joining the TSP, the TSP will send you 
an initial password right after the TSP receives your first contribution.  After you have used that 
Web password once to log into Account Access, you will be able to change it to a password of 
your choice. 
 
Once you have your Web password, you will no longer be able to log into Account Access with 
your Personal Identification Number (PIN).  But keep your TSP PIN!  You will still need it to 
access your account by telephone via the ThriftLine.  (You will not be able to use your Web 
password on the ThriftLine.) 
 
Another important factor in keeping your account secure is YOU.  It's up to you to keep your 
ThriftLine PIN and Web password confidential.  Never give out your ThriftLine PIN or Web 

http://www.analyzenow.com/
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password to anyone, and never leave your PIN or password where anyone can see it.  Also, 
make sure that your new password is only entered on a secure computer terminal. 
 
More information about Web passwords will be available through Qs & As and TSP Features as 
the TSP gets closer to adding the new Web passwords.  (Taken from an e-mail from Mrs. 
Sandy Hashimoto of our Human Resources Office.) 
 
● Using Wireless at Home?  TSgt Robert Carvalho, 154th Communications Flight, sent out the 
following information.  “At your leisure, take a look at this article.  It explains the need for extra 
protection for anyone using a wireless network at home or for any businesses out there that 
may use wireless.  There are also some legal pit falls you fall into if your wireless isn't properly 
protected as well.”  If the link does not work, copy it to your internet browser. 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/6595703.stm 
 
2.  Wanted List.  I am still looking for these HIANG members e-mail addresses or their 
addresses I have for them no longer works. 
 

Jeffrey Okazaki 
Gaylen Benanua 
Myles Nakastu 
David Paahana 
Robert Kodama 
Michael Delmar 
Bruce Jahnke 
Wayne Higashi 

 
Among the new or updated e-mail addresses are:  
 

David Howard  
Michael Wong 
Raymond Ganotise 

 
3.  Retiree Update. 
 
● 29th Separate Infantry Brigade Change of Command.  There will be a change of command for 
the 29th Separate Infantry Brigade (SIB) on Saturday, June 23, 2007.  Colonel Bruce E. 
Oliveira will assume command from BG Joseph J. Chaves.  The event will take place at the 
Brigade Headquarters at Kalaeloa, starting at 1330. 
 
Send congratulatory e-mail:   
 

Joseph.James.Chaves@us.army.mil 
Bruce.Oliveira@us.army.mil 

 
● 154th Wing Senior Officer Announcements.  Brig Gen Peter “Skipper” Pawling sent out this 
e-mail on May 3, 2007.   
 

In the midst of UCI preparation, change is still the constant – and as a result of their 
outstanding work, change has occurred wherein our senior officers have been awarded 
new positions.  I would like to announce the following: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/6595703.stm
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Effective 01 May 2007, newly pinned Colonel Dave Snakenberg, our former 154th 
Wing Vice Commander, has been selected and accepted the Director, State DoD 
Human Resources position.  A former enlisted member, Dave takes with him over 30 
years of Wing level experience in aircraft maintenance and logistics readiness supply.  
Thank you Dave for your many years of dedication and commitment to the 154th Wing; 
while it is a huge gain for the State Headquarters, it is equally a huge loss for the Wing -- 
we’ll miss you! 
 
Effective 08 May 2007, Colonel Joe Kim will assume the duties of 154th Wing Vice 
Commander.  While he has been the acting Vice Commander for the past 6-months, Joe 
is currently assigned as the 154th Operations Group (OG) Commander.  Joining the 203 
ARS from the active Air Force in 1993, he is a Command Pilot with over 7,500 hours in 
T-38, KC-135A/R/T and served in a variety of leadership and command positions in the 
203rd Air Refueling Squadron, 154th Operations Support Flight, 154th Operations Group, 
154th Wing, and HQ HIANG. 
 
Effective 08 May 2007, Lt Col Chris Sakamoto will assume command of the 154th 
Operations Group (drill status).  Chris joined the Hawaii ANG in 1981 as a UPT 
candidate; he is currently the 154 OG Deputy Commander and a check airman for Aloha 
Airlines.  He is a Command Pilot with over 2,500 hours in the F-4 and F-15 aircraft.  
While he has been the acting Operations Group Commander for the past 6-months, 
Chris has served leadership and command positions within the 199th Fighter Squadron 
and 154th Operations Group, and has been nominated for the rank of Colonel/O-6, 
pending Federal Recognition Board results. 
 
Please join me in congratulating our newest senior officers and continue to provide them 
your outstanding support. 
 
Notes: Operations Group Commander Change of Command will be announced at a later 
date.  Additionally a Job Vacancy Announcement (JVA) for the full-time 154 OG Deputy 
Commander/Air Ops Officer will be released shortly.   

 
Send congratulatory e-mail:   
 

david.snakenberg@us.army.mil 
joseph.kim@hihick.ang.af.mil 
chris.sakamoto@hihick.ang.af.mil 

 
● 169th Aircraft Control & Warning Squadron Commander Announcement.  Lt Col Chris 
Sakamoto, 154th Operations Group commander send the following e-mail on May 3, 2007. 
 

Congratulations to Lt Col Scott Hoadley for being selected as the next Commander of 
the 169th Aircraft Control & Warning Squadron.  He will be assuming command of the 
169 ACWS on May 10, 2007 @ 1400 hours.  Lt Col Hoadley’s long history with the 
HIANG began as a F-4 Weapons System Officer and moving to the 169 ACWS as a 
weapons controller and Director of Operations, his current position. 
 
Lt Col Hoadley will be replacing Lt Col Dewey Arakawa who will be reverting from AGR 
to technician status and supporting the 154th Operations Support Flight with his 
expertise. 

mailto:david.snakenberg@us.army.mil
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Send congratulatory e-mail:   
 

scott.hoadley@hihick.ang.af.mil 
dewey.arakawa@hihick.ang.af.mil 

 
● I had a way-too-short telephone conversation with Col Dave Howard the other week.  He was 
back in Hawaii attended his 50th high school reunion – President Theodore Roosevelt High 
School.  Dave is retired and living in Florida after a long military and civilian career.  He served 
as the commander of the then 201st Combat Communications Squadron in Hilo.  He left to 
become the ANG Advisor to the Commander of the old Air Force Communications Command at 
Scott AFB, Illinois.  After his four-year tour, he became the commander of the 251st Combat 
Communications Group in Springfield, Ohio.  After his military retirement, he worked in private 
industry.  We caught up on some old retirees and other things.  It was great talking to Dave!  
(Thanks to MSgt Bob Finley for the hookup!) 
 
● Lt Col Randy Tom send out this e-mail earlier this week.   
 

TSgt George Kaopuiki was promoted to the rank of Captain in the Honolulu Fire 
Department on Monday, April 30, 2007.  As you know, TSgt Kaopuiki is a valuable 
member of the 154th Mission Support Flight and we look forward to his outstanding 
leadership in our training operations, family readiness program, and emergency 
management preparations.  Also, there were two other new HFD captains with HIANG 
affiliations; Jarin Wong (204th Airlift Squadron) and Brandon Uyehara (formerly 154th 
Civil Engineer Squadron). 

 
Send congratulatory e-mail:   
 

george.kaopuiki@hihick.ang.af.mil 
jarin.wong@hihick.ang.af.mil 

 
● Congratulations goes to the Hawaii State Department of Defense nominees for the 2007 
Excellence in Federal Government Awards: 
 

CMSgt Connie Hoffman, Personnel Superintendent, 154th Mission Support Flight: 
Federal Supervisor/Manager of the Year. 
 
SrA Angela Bolo, Financial Management/Comptroller Journeyman, Hq 154th Wing: 
Federal Employee of the Year, Clerical and Assistant Category 

 
The Excellence in Federal Government Awards Program is one of the Honolulu-Pacific Federal 
Executive Board’s most successful events of the year drawing an audience of over 1,100 
winners, their families, friends, managers, and peers annually to this luncheon.  You are invited 
to champion the effort and accomplishments of these two outstanding individuals and share in 
one of the highlights of the Federal community in Hawaii.  (Taken from an e-mail sent by CMSgt 
Deb Brownhill) 
 
Send congratulatory e-mail:   
 

connie.hoffman@hihick.ang.af.mil 
angela.bolo@hihick.ang.af.mil 
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4.  Upcoming Events.  Listed by date, the events remain posted until they occur. 
 
● There will be a change of command for the 93rd Weapons of Mass Destruction – Civil Support 
Team (WMD-CST) on Friday May 11, 2007.  LTC Thomas “Trey” Johnson will assume 
command from LTC Courtney Vares-Lum.  The event will take place at the 93 CST facilities – 
Building 134 at Kalaeloa, starting at 0900. 
 
5.  The Promise.  Retiree News will contain information about benefits, National Guard events, 
and news about retired or former members.  There will be no chain e-mail, cute pictures, or 
sales pitches.  Retiree News e-mail is published on a random schedule – as topics come up and 
time permits.  If you change your mind about receiving issues of Retiree News, send me an e-
mail at galen.yoshimoto@us.army.mil or call me at 672-1221, and I will remove you from the 
Retiree News mailing list.   
 

mailto:galen.yoshimoto@us.army.mil

