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B e l o w  is  a n  e x ce r p t  f r o m  t h e  J u ly  %< = >  issu e  o f

N ATIO NA L G UA RDSMA N, a s t h is  m a g a z i n e  w a s  k n o w n

a t  t h e  t i m e .  It  is  p a rt  o f  a  se rie s  o f  re le v a n t  a rt ic le s

from our more than OP years of archives.  TM Nl tlonnl Ouardi mqn

N e w  T i t l e s ,  N e w  C o n f u s i o n
Ju st  w h e n  th e  a v e ra g e  so ld ie r  ha d  m a s te re d  t h e  A r m y 's

e n list ed  ra nk  s t ruc t u re— sev e n  p a y  g ra d e s, t h re e  k in d s

o f  P r iv a te s , a nd  a n  im p os ing  a r ra y  o f S p ec ia l ist s a n d

S erg ea nt s— a p p ro va l o f  a  m il ita ry  pa y  ra ise  a d d ed  tw o  ne w

e lite  g ra d e s a n d  b rou g h t so m e  lo n g -d isca rd e d  S e rg e a n t‘s

titles out of retirement.  ___“__“_
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~ . . . - . - . . . ,
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T h e  n ew  g ra d e s, pa y w is e , a re  E ->  a n d  E-< . T h e  h ig he st, E -< ,  "

w i ll  b e  Se rg e a nts  M a j o r,  a  t it le  d isca rd ed  b e fo re  W o rld  W a r  l l.  H o ld ing  th e  E ->  s lot s  w i l l b e

tw o  fa m il ia r  t i t les , F irst  S e rg ea n t o r M as te r  Se rg e a n t, a s a p p ro p r ia te .

A s in  t he  pa st, t h e  Ma ste r S e rg ea n t‘s " s tr ipe s"  w i l l co ns is t o f  th ree  c hev ro n s a b ov e, t hr ee

ro c ke rs  b e lo w , w h i le  t he  F irs t S e rg e a n t w e a rs  th e  sa m e  " th ree  u p, t h ree  d o w n "  p lu s  a

d ia m o nd -s ha p ed  lo ze ng e  in  th e  ce nte r.

S o m et h ing  ne w  ha s b ee n a d d e d  fo r  t he  S e rg e a n t  M aj o r— a  sta r  in  p lac e  o f t he  d ia m o nd  in  t he

cen te r  o f t he  c lu ste r o f  st r ipe s.

N ex t  in  l ine , a s  E-Os  ( fo r m e rly  t h e  h ig he st  p a y  g ra de ),  w i l l b e  t h e  m e n w ith  t h ree  st r ip e s a n d

tw o  ro c ke rs  o n  t he ir  s le ev e s, to  b e  c a l led  S e rg ea nt  F irs t C la s s o r P la to o n  Se rge a n t,  a cco rd in g

to  the ir  n ew  a ss ig n m e n t.

G ra d e  E-e , no w  e nt it le d  S e rg e a n ts  F irs t C la s s, w i l l no w  b e  k n ow n a s S t a ff  S e rg ea nts , a no t he r

t i m e - ho no re d  A r m y  t it le  d ro p pe d  d u rin g  po st -W o rld  W a r  %% re o rg a niz a t io n . A s  b e fo re , t he ir

c hev ro n s w i l l  co n sist  o f t h re e  st rip es  a nd  o ne  ro c k er.

A nd  f in a l ly , th e  E -= s  w i l l be  ca l le d  S e rg e a n ts a nd  re int ro d u ced  a fte r a n  a bs e nce  o f s ev e ra l

y e a rs w i l l  b e  th e  " bu ck  se rg e a nt "  in s ig n ia , t h ree  st r ip e s w it h  n o  a rc  b e lo w  th e  c hev ro n .

T he re ‘ %% b e  no  ch a n g e  in  th e  p a y  g ra d es , t it le s, o r in sig ne o f C o r po ra ls  a n d  P riv a te s .

T h e n ew  pa y  g ra d e s to o k  e ffec t % J u n e  b u t  it  w i l l t a k e  lo ng e r t o  c ha ng e o v e r t o  t he  ne w  ra nk

in s ig n ia . N ew  st r ipe s w il l  b e  is s ue d  “o n a n e v o lut io n a ry  b a s is a s re p la ce m ent  is  req ui red ,"

sa y s  a  D A  a n n o u n c e m e n t .

P ro m o t io ns  in to  t he  tw o  h ig h es t pa y  g ra d es  w i l l b e  p ha se d  o v e r fo u r  y ea rs, t h e

a nn o u n ce m e nt  sa y s fu rth e r, w it h  in it ia l  p ro m o tio ns  l im ited  t o  p e rso n ne l ch o se n  fo r  F ir st

S e rg ea n t a nd  Se rg ea n t  M a jo r p o s it io n s. S u b se q u e nt  p ro m o tio ns  int o  o t he r  k ey  le a d e rs h ip

a nd  c rit ica l s p ec ia l ist  p o s it io ns  w il l  b e  in it ia te d  d u ring  t he  se co n d  q u a rte r o f  FY  %< =< .
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