Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device 
Click here to join the meeting
Meeting ID: 263 030 945 278
Passcode: HmTC9b 
Download Teams | Join on the web
Or call in (audio only)
+1 808-829-4853,360453336# Honolulu
Phone Conference ID: 360 453 336# 
Office of Veterans’ Services (Tripler Army Medical Center)
459 Patterson Rd. E Wing, Rm 1-A103 Honolulu, HI 96819 
Friday, August 7, 2026

ATTENDANCE
Board Members: 	Ms. Mary Kay Hertog, Vice Chair 
Mr. Blair Suzuki, Chair 
Ms. Janet Covington 
Mr. Jason Seals 
Ms. Hollie Thomas 
Mr. Aris Banaag 
Mr. James Hussey 


OVS Staff: 		Mr. John Alamodin, Director
Ms. Yolanda Ehere Secretary
Ms. Yam Yi Lee, Administrative Services Assistant
 
Guests:			Maj. Shaoyu Lee, Chief Engineering Officer, State of Hawaii DOD Engineering
			Ms. Kaui Chartrand, Long Term Care Administrator, Yukio Okutsu State Veterans Home
			Ms. Libby Pyo, Liaison Officer, Daniel K. Akaka State Veterans Home
			Ms. Katherine Korenaga, Family Resource Center Coordinator, 
				Department of Human Services
						Mr. Kenneth Fink, Director, Department of Health
			Ms. Ann Greenlee, U.S. Department of Labor, VETS
			Mr. Lance Pridemore, Assistant Cemetery Director, National Cemetery of the Pacific
			Mr. James Kurata, Administrator, Department of Accounting and General Services
			Ms. Nicole Gray - Congresswoman Jill Tokuda Office Representative

Absent:   		U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs – Benefits
Mr. Maurice Martin, Community Outreach Coordinator/Interim Public Affairs Officer, 
				VA Pacific Islands Health Care System – Medical 
			Ms. Carol Kanayama, Department of Labor and Industrial Relations
			Senator Mazie Hirono’s Office Representative

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & CALL TO ORDER – A Moment of Silence
 Chair Blair Suzuki led the Pledge of Allegiance. After a moment of silence, Chair Blair  	
	Suzuki called the meeting to order at 0900 hours.

II. ANNOUNCEMENTS
None

III. APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA OF AUGUST 7, 2026
	The Board reviewed August 7, 2026 agenda. Mary Kay Hertog motion to approve the agenda. 
	Janet Covington seconded.

IV. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES OF June 5, 2026
	The Board reviewed June 5, 2026 minutes. Mary Kay Hertog motion to approve the minutes 
	as written. Jason Seals seconded

V. COMMUNICATIONS
	None

VI. DEPARTMENT REPORTS

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs – Benefits – Not present. No submitted report.

Mr. Maurice Martin, Community Outreach Coordinator /Interim Public Affairs Officer, VA Pacific Islands Health Care System – Medical – Not present. No submitted report.

Mr. John Alamodin, Director, OVS 

Briefed on: The National Cemetery administration will be reporting to the state cemeteries and update on their compliance. We've had two working group meetings on the commemorative Vietnam Veterans War medal. The point of focus now is essentially establishing eligibility criteria for the metal. The Maui home now is number 9 in the funding priority list. OVS has to hold a biannual veteran conference; will look into holding it in 2027.

Maj. Shaoyu Lee, Chief Engineering Officer, State of Hawaii DOD Engineering 

Briefed on: We got the same match money for the East Hawaii Veterans Cemetery expansion improvement. That was the one where additional columbarium was needed. We have a grant opportunity for the Hawaii E Hawaii Veterans Cemetery #2.

Ms. Kaui Chartrand, Long Term Care Administrator, Yukio Okutsu State Veterans Home Relations 

Briefed on: We did receive our formal results as a from our annual VA survey. We received 3 clinical tags and 5 life safety tags. We are staffed to meet the grid of a full census.

Ms. Libby Pyo, Liaison Officer, Daniel K. Akaka State Veterans Home 

Briefed on: As of today, the census is 88. We only have 90 available beds due to wallpaper painting project going on and hopefully it be finished by the end of September and then it will go up to 120.

Mr. Kenneth Fink, Director, Department of Health 

Briefed on: We're starting to see an uptick in COVID cases. We don't yet know when the vaccine for the next respiratory season will be available. We are also expecting flu vaccine for the next season to be available soon. We want to encourage everyone to get their updated flu vaccine.

Ms. Katherine Korenaga, Family Resource Center Coordinator, Department of Human Services - Present and no additions to the report.

Ms. Carol Kanayama, Department of Labor and Industrial Relations - Not present. No submitted report.

Ms. Ann Greenlee, U.S. Department of Labor, VETS - Not present. No submitted report.

Mr. James Kurata, Administrator, Department of Accounting and General Services - Present and no additions to the report.

Mr. Lance Pridemore, Assistant Cemetery Director, National Cemetery of the Pacific - Present and no additions to the report.





Ms. Nicole Gray - Congresswoman Jill Tokuda Office Representative 

Briefed on: Rep. Tokuda is in the district. The Service Academy nominations have opened, so if you know of any students in the applicable age range who's interested in attending a military service Academy. Please send them our way so they can get started with their applications. 

Senator Mazie Hirono’s Office Representative - Not present. No submitted report.
 
VII. BOARD MEMBER’S REPORTS
1. Kauai - Ms. Mary Kay Hertog, Vice Chair – Report submitted. No additions.
2. West Hawaii - James Hussey - No report submitted.
3. Oahu - Mr. Blair Suzuki, Chair - No report submitted.
4. Oahu - Ms. Janet Covington - No report submitted.
5. Oahu – Mr. Jason Seals - No report submitted.
6. Oahu - Ms. Hollie Thomas - No report submitted.
7. Maui - Mr. Aris Banaag - Report submitted. No additions.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
None

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
None

X. COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Legislative Committee – No Report or Update.
B. By Laws and Procedures – No Report or Update
C. Recognition and Awards – No Report or Update 
D. Projects and Events Committee - No Report or Update

XI. ADJOURN – 10:24 am
Mary Kay Hertog motioned, and Jason Seals seconded. 
Yolanda Ehere – Recorder
