ADVISORY BOARD ON VETERANS SERVICES
MINUTES

A/V Conference Meeting at
Oahu — Tripler Hospital, VBA E-Wing, Director’s VTel Room, 4 Floor, 4A 105
Big Island (Hilo) — 1304 Kekuanaoa Street, Hilo, HI 96720
Kauai — [-3460 Kaumualii Highway, Hanapepe, HI 96716
Maui - PFC Kaho’ohanohano Armory, 2701 Maui Veterans Hwy, Kihei, HI 96753
Friday, October 4, 2019
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m,

ATTENDANCE

Board Members: Ms. Ann Greenlee, Chair
Ms. Bridget Komine, Vice Chair
Mr. Clay Park
Mr. Harold Bugado
Mr. Michael Lilly
Mr. Wilbert Pereira

OVS Staff: Mr. Ron Han, OVS, Director
Ms. Yi Yam Lee, OVS, Administrative Services Assistant
Ms. Yolanda Ehere, OVS, Secretary

Ex-Officios: Ms. Amy Rohlfs, Representing the Director, VAPIHCS

Guests: Mr. Wade Ishii, State of Hawaii DOD Engineering
Mr. Carlos Santana — Senator Mazie Hirono’s Office
Mr. Chris McNair, VA Honolulu Regional Office Veterans Service
Center Manager, Representing the Director, VBA
Mr. Gene Maestas, Public Affairs Officer, National Cemetery of
the Pacific
Mr. Juan Babiak, Veterans Liaison, Yukio Okutsu State Veterans
Home

Absent: Ms. Chelsea Fernandez
Mr. Jim Traxler
Department of Health
Department of Human Services
Oahu Veterans Center

L. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & CALL TO ORDER — A Moment of Silence

Chair Ann Greenlee chaired the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance. After a
moment of silence, called the meeting to order at 0900 hours.



II. MINUTES

The Board reviewed the September 6, 2019 minutes. Michael Lily motioned to accept
seconded by Vice Chair Bridget Komine. Minutes were unanimously accepted by the
Board Members.

III. COMMUNICATIONS
None

IV. DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Ms. Amy Rohlfs, Representing the Director, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs -
Pacific Island Health Care System-Medical -

Briefed on: All VAs are going smoke free on October 1¥, Hilo community based clinic is
relocating to a larger space --- Will reopen on October 9™ (45 Mohouli St. Hilo, HI
96720), New Veteran Orientation will be held on October 11" from 10am-12pm or
October 23rd from 8am-10am in the ACC building at 3B08, Awarded the lease for a new
Windward Community based outpatient clinic in Kaneohe ~- Located within Castle
Professional Medical Building and is schedule to open Summer 2020. The services will
include Primary Care, Women'’s Health, Mental Health, various Specialties Cares and
Telemedicine capabilities.

Mr. Park asked if there are any changes on hard copy of the 1010EZ and 1010EZ-R
applications? There are no changes.

Chris McNair, VA Honolulu Regional Office Veterans Service Center Manager,
Representing the Director, VBA—- Benefits -

Briefed on: Hilo office LAS vacancy is filled; starting in Mid-November, VR&E vacancy
in Hilo is in the process of being filled, No Outreach schedule available yet for FY20; but
will maintain current outreach goals

Mr. Park asked if the spouse of a Veteran is receiving the DIC; could he/she lose the DIC
if they remarry? No, if they are at least 57 years old; they will be able to retain the benefit
of DIC.

Ron Han, Director, OVS -

Briefed on: Working on the OVS budget, Received a Grant Award Opportunity for Kauai
and Maui, Multi Service Center — DOE is going to accept the requirements that are there;
VA is working on getting the MOAs signed. The only issue is the 4.5 acres may be
reduced to 2.5 acres. The permit was approved for the West Hawaii Veterans cemetery
columbarium, 2™ State Veterans Home — Will send out a FAQ paper to veterans and ask
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veterans to engage with their respective lawmakers, Triennial Reports - information will
be given at the end of this month and reports will be due in December, There will be no
Governor’s ceremony at Kaneohe for Veteran’s Day instead there will be a joint
ceremony with the Oahu Veterans Council at Punchbowl.

Wade Ishii, Department of Defense, Engineering Office, Interim Chief Engineering
Officer -

Briefed on: Total of $175K of $250K expended for the Pacific Aviation Museum, 442™
Veterans Club, Pacific Fleet Submarine Memorial Association and Pear]l Harbor Aviation
Museum — ASO is in the process of requesting an allotment and expenditure of funds,
Pear]l Harbor Honolulu Branch 46 - Deed for land from U.S. Navy received by ASO on
September 19, 2019, Hawaii State Veterans Home, Oahu - Appropriation request of
$35.5M submitted with 2021 Supplemental Budget and teleconference with consultant
Orcutt Winslow would like issues resolved in a couple of weeks before there is a
possibility that funding could be pulled, West Hawaii Veterans Cemetery, Additional
Columbaria Units - Construction NTP issued to Kaikor Construction, VA awarded grant
of $309,200 for the New Columbarium Wall on Kauai, Maintenance Engineering
position to be filled on November 1, 2019.

Juan Babiak , Liaison, Yukio Okutsu Veterans Home in Hilo -

Briefed on: Undergoing a CMS survey and will be reopening on Monday after Scabies
outbreak

Director Ann Greenlee, U.S. Department of Labor, VETS-

Briefed on: Hire Our Heroes Transition Career Summits on November 4-5 at MCBH and
November 6-7 at Schofield Barracks

Mr. Gene Maestas, Public Affairs Officer, National Cemetery of the Pacific -
Briefed on: Continuing with disinterment for the Korean War Unknown out of 838 down
to 680, 388 unknowns disinterred from the USS Oklahoma - 265 has been identified and
27 have been repatriated to Punchbowl, Recruiting for a Program Support Assistant
Department of Health — Not present. No submitted report.

Department of Human Service - Not present. No submitted report.

Department of Labor and Industrial Relations - Not present. No submitted report.

Oahu Veterans Centers- Not present. No submitted report.



V. BOARD MEMBER’S REPORTS

I. Kauai — Mr. Wilbert Pereira — Report submitted. No additions.

2. Maui — Ms. Chelsea Fernandez — Report submitted. No additions.
3. Oahu — Mr. Michael Lilly -Report submitted. No additions.

4. Oahu - Mr. Clay Park - Report submitted. No additions.

5. Oahu — Ms. Bridget Komine - No change to submitted report.

6. Oahu — Ms. Ann Greenlee, Chair - No change to submitted report.

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Legislative Committee
No report.

B. By Laws and Procedures
No report.

C. Recognition and Awards
No report.

D. Women’s Committee
No report.

E. Project and Events Committee

a. Rededication of the WWI Memorial in 2020 — Working on RFP; Est.
$1500 through private source funding

b. Maui Veterans Cemetery Blessing/Dedication Event in 2020 — On hold
until everything is completed. Still waiting for the lawsuit to be lifted.



VII. NEW BUSINESS
None

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
None

IX. ANNOUNCEMENTS
X. WORKING SESSION - OVS / Advisory Board Issues / Ideas

XI1. ADJOURN

Yolanda Ehere - Recorder
Attachments



