ADVISORY BOARD ON VETERANS SERVICES

MINUTES

A/V Conference Meeting at

Oahu — Tripler Hospital, VBA E-Wing, Honor Conference Room, 1% Floor
Big Island (Hilo) — 1304 Kekuanaoa Street, Hilo, HI 96720
Kauai - 1-3460 Kaumualii Highway, Hanapepe, HI 96716
Maui — PFC Kaho’ohanohano Armory, 2701 Maui Veterans Hwy, Kihei, HI 96753

ATTENDANCE

Board Members:

OVS Staff:

Ex-Officios:

Guests:

Absent:

Friday, September 6, 2019
9:00 am. - 11:00 am.

Ms. Ann Greenlee, Chair

Ms. Bridget Komine, Vice Chair,
Mr. Clay Park

Mr. Michael Lilly

Ms. Chelsea Fernandez

Mr. Wilbert Pereira

Mr. Ron Han, OVS, Director
Ms. Yi Yam Lee, OVS, Administrative Services Assistant
Ms. Yolanda Ehere, OVS, Secretary

Ms. Jennifer Gutowski, Director, VAPIHCS

Mr. Wade Ishii, State of Hawaii DOD Engineering

Mr. Carlos Santana — Senator Mazie Hirono’s Office

Mr. Sergio Chao, Director, VA Benefits

Mr. Jim Horton, Director, National Cemetery of the Pacific

Mr. Harold Bugado

Mr. Jim Traxler

Department of Health
Department of Human Services
Oahu Veterans Center

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & CALL TO ORDER - A Moment of Silence

Vice Chair Bridget Komine chaired the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance. After
a moment of silence, called the meeting to order at 0902 hours.



II. MINUTES

The Board reviewed the August 2, 2019 minutes. Clay Park motioned to accept seconded
by Col. Han. Minutes were unanimously accepted by the Board Members,

II1. COMMUNICATIONS
None

IV. DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Jennifer Gutowski, Director, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs — Pacific Island
Health Care System-Medical -

Briefed on: All VAs are going smoke free on October 1%, Tripler is implementing a new
automated meal card effective September 29", New Shuttle schedule running 7 days a
week, reminder that it is flue season; get flu shot, September is Suicide Prevention
Month.

Mr. Santana asked about the meal vouchers. Can they eat offsite and still be reimbursed?
Yes, they can eat offsite and still get reimbursed to up 50% of the per diem.

Sergio Chao, Director, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs — Benefits -

Briefed on: Introduced himself, Filling Hawaii and Guam vacancies, Blue Water Navy
will have an impact on January 1% expecting from 450 to 500K claims.

Mr. Park asked are hard copy applications still available? Yes, the VA FORM 21-526EZ
is still available.

Ron Han, Director, OVS -

Briefed on: New VSO coming onboard, Maui and Kauai will be bidding on the next
Summit in 2021, State Veterans Home — there is a shortfall, so there be some lobbying
requirements to be made at a future date

Wade Ishii, Department of Defense, Engineering Office, Interim Chief Engineering
Officer

Briefed on: Pacific Aviation Museum project will need $7M to complete, State DOD lent
Pearl Harbor Honolulu Branch 46, Fleet Reserve Association $350K for land purchase
and the contract was extended to June 30, 2020, Hawaii Island Veterans Memorial is
pending approval of easement plans, Pacific Fleet Submarine Memorial Association
received $150K grant in aid appropriation for construction for renovations and
improvements, Pear] Harbor Aviation Museum received $150K grant in aid appropriation

2



for planning, design and construction, Hawaii State Veterans Home — Met with Rep.
Yamashita, Sen. Keith-Agaran and Governor’s Chief of Staff to discuss shortfall and
emergency appropriation and on August 21% the signed MOU sent to HHFDC for
HHFDC’s Executive Director’s signature

Ann Greenlee, Director, U.S. Department of Labor, VETS- Present. No change to
report submitted.
Juan Babiak , Liaison, Yukio Okutsu Veterans Home in Hilo -

Briefed on: Will be submitting a retro bill for advance per diem for the adult day health
care program; will be retro from March 21, 2018

Jim Horton, Director, National Cemetery of the Pacific —

Briefed on: On track to finish this fiscal year with 160 disinterment’s, Punchbowl is a
viable option for the local veterans, for all the neighbor islands — Director Gutowski,
Director Chao and Director Horton will be restarting the town hall meetings. They are
asking for your help in topics that should be covered.

Department of Health — Not present. No submitted report.

Department of Human Service - Not present. No submitted report.

Department of Labor and Industrial Relations - Not present. No submitted report.

Oahu Veterans Centers- Not present. No submitted report.

V. BOARD MEMBER'’S REPORTS

1. Kauai — Mr. Wilbert Pereira — Report submitted. No additions.

2. Maui — Ms. Chelsea Fernandez — Report submitted. No additions.
3. Oahu — Mr. Michael Lilly -Report submitted. No additions.

4. Oahu — Mr. Clay Park - Report submitted. No additions.

5. Oahu — Ms. Bridget Komine - No change to submitted report.

6. Oahu — Ms. Ann Greenlee, Chair - No change to submitted report.



Y. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Legislative Committee
No report.

B. By Laws and Procedures
No report

C. Recognition and Awards
No report.

D. Women’s Committee
No report.

E. Project and Events Committee
a. Rededication of the WWII Memorial in 2020 -

b. Maui Veterans Cemetery Blessing/Dedication Event in 2020 —
Fernandez Liaison. The ligation is still pending with the Lot 1 area.
Restoration is almost done.

VII. NEW BUSINESS
a. National Association of State Directors of Veterans Affairs — Hawaii will be
bidding for the August 2021 conference; after the summit. This will be an
invite only conference. More details to come.

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
None

IX. ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next meeting - October 4th in the Director’s VTel conference room, E-wing - 4th floor
4A105.

X. WORKING SESSION - OVS / Advisory Board Issues / Ideas
Everyone that is not a board member is excused.

XI1. ADJOURN

Yolanda Ehere - Recorder
Attachments



