ADVISORY BOARD ON VETERANS SERVICES
MINUTES

A/V Conference Meeting at
Oahu - Tripler Hospital, VBA E-Wing, Honor Conference Room, 1** Floor
Big Island (Hilo) — 1304 Kekuanaoa Street, Hilo, HI 96720
Kauai — 1-3460 Kaumualii Highway, Hanapepe, HI 96716
Maui - PFC Kaho’ohanohano Armory, 2701 Maui Veterans Hwy, Kihei, HI 96753
Friday, August 2, 2019
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

ATTENDANCE

Board Members: Ms. Ann Greenlee, Chair
Ms. Bridget Komine, Vice Chair,
Mr, Clay Park
Mr. Michael Lilly
Mr. Harold Bugado
Mr. Jim Traxler
Ms. Chelsea Fernandez
Mr. Wilbert Pereira

OVS Staff: Mr. Ron Han, OVS, Director
Ms. Yi Yam Lee, OVS, Administrative Services Assistant
Ms. Yolanda Ehere, OVS, Secretary

Ex-Officios: Ms. Jennifer Gutowski, Director, VAPIHCS

Guests: Mr. Wade Ishii, State of Hawaii DOD Engineering
Mr. Carlos Santana — Senator Mazie Hirono’s Office
Ms. Debra Lowery, Representing VBA Director

Absent: Department of Health

Department of Human Services
Oahu Veterans Center

I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & CALL TO ORDER — A Moment of Silence

Chair Ann Greenlee chaired the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance. After a
moment of silence, called the meeting to order at 0900 hours.



II. MINUTES

The Board reviewed the June 22, 2019 minutes. Clay Park motioned to accept seconded
by Bridget Komine. Minutes were unanimously accepted by the Board Members.

III. COMMUNICATIONS

Ms. Ann Greenlee presented Tim Nelson, chief of staff for Rep. Ed Case called and
would like to meet with the board to talk about veteran issues on August 12 -16™. Ron
will share all data points from member’s reports.

IV. DEPARTMENT REPORTS

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Jennifer Gutowski, Director, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs — Pacific Island
Health Care System-Medical -

Briefed on: Travel to Guam, Saipan and American Samoa with the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, and that the Chief of Staff is retiring in September and recruiting has
commenced. She also provided a Mission Act update.

Clay Park asked about the status of prosthetics. It’s still a work in progress but getting
help from Fresno and Minnesota agents, while recruiting for staff.

Debra Lowery representing the Director, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs —
Benefits -

Briefed on: Claims statistics, status on Molokai cases and that Maui has a permanent
benefits counselor located at the Maui Veteran Center, (VTEL) was developed to meet
with veterans on the neighboring islands via video here on Oahu. She also briefed on
several outreach events this month and next month on the neighbor islands, 311 Vet app
which was designed for veterans to ask questions and receive answers 24/7, and the E-
Benefits portal, a one stop shop for benefits related information for veterans.

Clay Park asked how often the counselor goes to Hana, Lanai and Molokai. They have
monthly visits scheduled for all 3 areas. Carlos Santana asked if the 311 Vet appisa
person to person connection. Response; “it’s just an app for informational purposes.”
Harold Bugado asked what the hours of the Hilo counselor at the Federal building are
because the referrals have been told its once a month. Yes, it is once month due to
staffing until a permanent hire is on board.



Ron Han, Director, OVS -

Briefed on: 2019 NASDVA Annual Conference from 08/11-14/19 topics: Mission Act,
Blue Water Navy and increase in appeals, Maui multi-service center is a work in progress

Clay Park asked how you are getting the word out about HB 601 Act 122. It will be sent
out via Vets Flash.

Wade Ishii, Department of Defense, Engineering Office, Interim Chief Engineering
Officer —

Briefed on: preapplications grants submitted for Maui Veterans Cemetery and Kauai
Veterans Cemetery expansion project, and Hawaii Veterans State Home appropriation
request that is being submitted for the upcoming State budget. West Hawaii Veterans
Center grant in aid did not receive funding for construction this year and will try again
next year. The Lanai Veteran Cemetery project is completed

Director Ann Greenlee, U.S. Department of Labor, VETS- Present. No change to
report submitted.

Briefed on: new grant for homeless reintegration (total of 3 programs), New eligibility
criteria — 60 days before and after someone has been homeless they can receive
supportive services.

Yukio Okutsu Veterans Home in Hilo - Not present. Submitted report.
Department of Health — Not present. No submitted report.

Department of Human Service - Not present. No submitted report.

Department of Labor and Industrial Relations - Not present. No submitted report.

National Cemetery of the Pacific - Not present. No submitted report.

Oahu Veterans Centers- Not present. No submitted report.



V. BOARD MEMBER’S REPORTS

1.

Hilo — Mr. Harold Bugado - No change to submitted report.

2. Kona — Mr. Jim Traxler - No change to submitted report.

3. Kauai —~ Mr. Wilbert Pereira — Report submitted. No additions.

4. Maui - Ms. Chelsea Fernandez — No Report submitted.

5. Oahu - Mr, Michael Lilly -Report submitted. No additions.

6. Oahu — Mr. Clay Park - Report submitted. No additions.

7. Oahu — Ms. Bridget Komine - No change to submitted report.

8. Oahu - Ms. Ann Greenlee, Chair - No change to submitted report.
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Legislative Committee
Sessions are completed; it will resume in Jan 20.

B. By Laws and Procedures
Matters to discuss after today’s meeting.

C. Recognition and Awards
No report.

D. Women’s Committee
No Report.

E. Project and Events Committee

a. Rededication of the WWII Memorial in 2020 — Komine Liaison
Need to work on inscription for the plaque next. Ron will send Bridget
the draft of the inscription.

b. Maui Veterans Cemetery Blessing/Dedication Event in 2020 —
Fernandez Liaison.
The litigation is still pending with the Lot 1 area.



¢. Dedication of the East Hawaii Korean War Memorial — Bugado
Liaison. Dedication was held on June 22" attended by over 300
people.

d. State Veterans Summit — Han Liaison
Carlos Santana gave a debrief and is looking to plan the next one in
June 2021 possibly on a neighbor island. Chair Ann Greenlee asked is
anyone from the neighbor islands could complete some research prior
to the next meeting if they want the summit to be held on their island.

VII. NEW BUSINESS
None

VIII. OLD BUSINESS
None

IX. ANNOUNCEMENTS
None

X. WORKING SESSION - OVS / Advisory Board Issues / Ideas
Everyone that is not a board member is excused.

XI. ADJOURN

Yolanda Ehere - Recorder
Attachments



