
THE CENTENNIAL 
Restoring Pride in 
Hawaii’s WWI History



A century has passed since the “Great War.”  With that passage of time, the sacrifice and contributions of 
Hawaii’s WWI Veterans, civilian volunteers and civic support accomplishments have faded from memory. 

The National Centennial Commission was formed to:  

• Educate the country’s citizens about the causes, courses and consequences of the war; 
• Honor the heroism and sacrifice of those Americans who served; and 
• Commemorate the 100th anniversary of this global event through public programs and initiatives 

The Hawaii WWI Centennial Task Force leads our state’s commemoration activities.



The Hawaii WWI Centennial Task Force, with the support of our Honorary 
Chairman, Governor David Ige, will:

• Initiate and inspire programs that explore the causes and consequences of war and 
promote education amongst youth and general public audiences

• Honor heroism and sacrifices of Hawaii’s WWI Veterans and civilian volunteers.

• Prepare the existing WWI Memorial Natatorium, installing a large scale outdoor 
art exhibit/mural with WWI history and images, to host Centennial programming, 
including but not limited to educational presentations, evening programs, tours, 
and concerts

• Plan and host the Veterans Day 2018 event, the 100th Anniversary of the 
Armistice, inside the WWI Memorial Natatorium, allowing public access to 
Hawaii’s official WWI memorial for the first time since 1979. 

The Plan to Honor Hawaii’s WWI History



Hawaii’ s World War I Memorial was designed by Louis P. Hobart as a “living memorial” to honor 
the war-time contributions of over 10,000 Hawaii residents. The War Memorial Natatorium is a 
100X40 meter ocean pool built into the Waikiki shoreline. 

Considered the birthplace of competitive swimming, the War Memorial Natatorium opened on 
August 24, 1927, the birthday of Olympic gold medalist, Duke Kahanamoku. From 1927 through the 
1960s, hundreds of Olympians from the U.S. and abroad competed in the Natatorium. Generations 
of Hawaii’s children learned to swim in the Natatorium. It is a place where all Hawaii came 
together.  

The War Memorial Natatorium is on the State and National Registers of Historic Places and was 
named a National Treasure by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Our vision is to renew the 
public’s appreciation for the sacrifices of 100 years ago and provide the public access to Hawaii’s 
WWI history.

VENUE HISTORY



• Since establishment September 2015, Hawaii’s World War One Centennial Task Force
has conducted over ten events and brought on board seventeen commemoration partner 
organizations.

• City approval, pending editorial review, received for the art installation

• Application for the National 100 Cities/100 Memorials grant funds submitted with local 
matching funds secured. Award notification - November 11, 2017

• Infrastructure concept developed that:
• Incorporates input from engineers, contractors, logisticians, and city directors of 

Parks, Recreation, Design and Construction.
• Provides safe public access to grandstand.
• Installs safe and accessible stage for programs and performers.
• Ensures easy removal at conclusion of Centennial events.
• Accommodates installation of artistic wall for public viewing and  education. 

PROGRESS TO DATE





• Ben Acohido Col (Ret), 
USA, VFW Previous State Commander

• Chuck Anthony, Lt Col, HIANG, 
Hawaii DOD Public Affairs

• Les Bise LTC (Ret) USA, 
Military Order of World Wars

• Brenden Bliss, Instructor, 
Hawaii Pacific University

• Donna L. Ching, 
Task Force Vice Chair

• Rick Egged Waikiki Improvement Association
• Stan Fernandez, CMSgt (Ret), 

USAF, VFW Previous State Commander
• Allen Hoe,

Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the Army
• Alex Holowicki,  

UH Maui College Dept. of History
• Bernard Lee, 

American Legion Representative
• Gordon Lee, 

Kau Tom American Legion Post #11
• Elissa Lines, 

Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor
• Ron Lockwood, USMC (Ret), 

Commander Waikiki VFW Post

• Anita Manning,
Task Force Historian (Elks Lodge 616)

• Curtis Manchester, LTC (Ret)
USAR Military Order of Foreign Wars

• Catherine Miloni, 
Events Committee Chair, Aloha Chapter   
Daughters of the American Revolution

• Eric Opheim,
Commander of American Legion Post 56

• William Parker, CCMSgt,
HIANG, Senior Enlisted Advisor, HING

• Schoen Safotu, 
VA Chief Volunteer Services

• Robert J. Schleck, 
Director, Grove Farm Museum, Kauai

• Jeffrey Allen Smith, 
Associate Professor UH Hilo

• Tony Vericella, 
Island Partners Hawai‘i / MC&A, Inc.

• Fred Wong, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8616

• ADVISER: Ron Han, Col (Ret), HIANG Director, 
HI State Office of Veterans' Services

CENTENNIAL TASK FORCE
Task Force Chairman – Arthur Tulak, Col (Ret), USA 



• 5 K foot race around Diamond Head
• Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force and U.S. Navy recreation 

of Memorial Day 1918 parade
• Harley Davidson veteran’s ride to War Memorial Natatorium 
• Memorial Day on the Natatorium Lawn – 10 AM
• Youth Surfer Paddle-out – 11 AM
• Fireworks by Sister City of Nagaoka, tentative, 8 PM

CURRENT SCHEDULE OF 2018 EVENTS
MAY 27, 2018

• Veterans Day Celebration inside the Natatorium – 8 AM 
• Public Access/Viewing of the Natatorium
• Concert Event – 6 PM

NOVEMBER 11, 2018

• Public Access/Viewing of the Natatorium
• Sunset Pauhana Concert – 5 PM

NOVEMBER 12, 2018



SPONSOR OPPORTUNITIES
Presenting - Army Commander $100,000

Platinum - Regiment Commander $50,000

Gold - Battalion Commander $25,000

Silver - Company Commander $10,000

Bronze - Platoon Leader $5,000

Patron - Doughboy $2,500



SPONSOR BENEFITS
• Prominent Visibility as Presenting Sponsor of the Hawaii World War One Centennial  -

website, print, electronic communications
• Special Press Release announcing Presenting Sponsor and providing introduction of 

appointed spokesperson
• Prominent Visibility on all official Commemoration collateral Name/logo on collateral
• Masthead placement, link on official Commemoration home page
• Inclusion with speaking role at all key events 
• Premier Natatorium Bleacher Seating at all Natatorium events
• 50 Guest tickets at all official events

PRESENTING  - $100,000

• Visibility as the Platinum Sponsor of the Hawaii World War One Centennial  -
website, print, electronic communications

• Special Press Release announcing Presenting Sponsor and providing introduction of 
appointed spokesperson

• Name and logo on collateral and on website
• Premier Natatorium Bleacher Seating at all Natatorium events
• 30 Guest tickets at all official events

PLATINUM  - $50,000



SPONSOR BENEFITS
• Inclusion as Gold Sponsor of the Hawaii World War One Centennial  - website, print, 

electronic communications
• Press Release announcement to include key sponsor levels 
• Name and logo on collateral and on website
• Reserved Natatorium Bleacher Seating at all Natatorium events
• 20 Guest tickets at all official event

GOLD  - $25,000

• Inclusion as Silver Sponsor of the Hawaii World War One Centennial  - website, print, 
electronic communications

• Press Release announcement to include key sponsor levels 
• Name on collateral and on website
• Reserved Natatorium Bleacher Seating at all Natatorium events
• 10 Guest tickets at all official events

SILVER  - $10,000



SPONSOR BENEFITS
• Inclusion as Bronze Sponsor of the Hawaii World War One Centennial  - website, print, 

electronic communications
• Name on website
• Reserved Natatorium Bleacher Seating at all Natatorium events
• 5 Guest tickets at all official event

BRONZE  - $5,000

• Name on website
• Reserved Natatorium Bleacher Seating at all Natatorium events
• 2 Guest tickets at all official event

PATRON  - $2,500



CONTACT INFORMATION
Funds raised through this sponsorship appeal will be used for the following:
• Construction, exhibit, and other Natatorium/Memorial requirements
• Commemoration planning and promotion 
• Execution of commemoration events ensuring veteran and public participation 

Non-profit 501 ( C)(3) status – Navy League, Council of Honolulu

Elissa Lines (808) 445-9069 elissa.lines@pacificaviationmuseum.org

Arthur Tulak (808) 518-9208 arthur.tulak@earthlink.net

Ron Wright (808) 294-5808 rwright@cutterauto.com

Donna L. Ching (808) 384-4070 dlching@aol.com


