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AWARENESS, EDUCATION AND ACTION: 
April is Tsunami Awareness Month in Hawai‘i

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
March 29, 2024							Release No. 202-XXX

HONOLULU — Emergency managers from across the state met at the State Capitol Monday, April 1, as Governor Josh Green, M.D. proclaimed April as Tsunami Awareness Month in Hawai‘i.
The Governor’s proclamation highlighted the importance of Awareness, Education and Action in preparing for tsunamis.
“Tsunamis are life-changing events,” said Governor Green. “It is imperative to know what to do to protect lives and property from tsunamis. Being Aware, Educated and ready to take Action will save lives.”	Comment by Engle, Erika: Remembered to turn on tracking at this point.
Representatives from the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center (PTWC), International Tsunami Information Center (ITIC), the Hawai‘i Emergency Management Agency (HI-EMA) and county emergency management agencies will be on hand to highlight awareness of tsunami alerts and warning protocols throughout the state.	Comment by Engle, Erika: I don’t understand the time reference. Will be on hand where? When?
“Tsunamis can strike with very little warning and devastate communities,” James DS. Barros, HI-EMA administrator, said. “With Tsunami Awareness Month beginning on the anniversary of the deadly April Fools’ Day tsunami in 1946, we’re reminded not only of the damage and sorrow it caused, but also that we need to be prepared for the next one.”
“Tsunamis can occur anywhere, at any time,” added Dr. Laura Kong, director of ITIC. “There is no ‘tsunami season.’ Hawai‘i must always be prepared to take action. In our state, 293 people have been killed by tsunamis since 1900. and 158 of those lost were from the 1946 disaster alone.”	Comment by Engle, Erika: This is the same edit made to a previous version on 3/27.
Tsunamis are generated by earthquakes, volcanoes, landslides, or other powerful events that forcibly move large amounts of water. They can produce a wall of water 50 feet high or more, and travel hundreds of yards inland when they reach shore. Hawai‘i faces hazards both from distant tsunamis, which take hours to reach the state, and local tsunamis which can arrive in minutes after an earthquake within the state. 
“Tsunamis generated throughout the Pacific Rim of Fire in recent years from Tonga to Japan have left vast devastation in their wakes,” Dr. Chip McCreery, director of PTWC, reminded. “We don’t know where or when a big event might strike. Preparing today will help us all to respond more quickly and effectively in a real emergency.”
Barros agreed. “Being prepared, knowing evacuation routes, and having a plan with family and neighbors makes you part of the solution if a devastating event like a tsunami hits.”
One-stop information on Hawai‘i tsunamis is available at hawaiitsunami.org, or contact ITIC at itic.tsunami@noaa.gov.
Visit ready.hawaii.gov for more information on preparing for tsunamis and other hazards.

# # #
Media Contact:   
S. Kīelekū Amundson
Communications Director
Hawaiʻi Emergency Management Agency
Phone: 808-733-4300 Ext 522
Email: shirley.t.k.amundson@hawaii.gov 

image1.png




