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HURRICANE CALVIN ON PATH TO IMPACT HAWAI‘I,
OFFICIALS URGE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO PREPARE

For Immediate Release: July 15, 2023 Release No. 2023-0021

HONOLULU — Winds from Hurricane Calvin were clocked at about 100 mph on
Saturday as the National Weather Service projected a storm path that could bring the
storm across Hawai‘i next week, with impacts possible on any island.

Although the storm is expected to continue weakening before reaching the eastern
islands, Hawai‘i's emergency managers urge members of the public to make plans and
take steps to reduce the possible impacts of the storm on our people and property.

“We're still hopeful that Calvin won't cause any major problems, but after three quiet
hurricane seasons we don’t want people to be complacent about this hazard,” said
James Barros, Administrator of the Hawai‘i Emergency Management Agency (HI-EMA).

“Even if it weakens as expected, the storm still poses potential threats from heavy rain,
high wind and coastal waves and rip currents,” Barros said. “Don’t be caught
unprepared.”

Saturday'’s forecast from the National Hurricane Center said Calvin had begun
weakening as it moved over cooler water, with winds dropping below hurricane strength
before it approaches the Big Island Tuesday. However, it still could be packing
sustained winds of 40 mph or greater, and generate swells that may cause life-
threatening surf and rip current conditions.

It is too early to determine the exact location and magnitude of potential impacts, the
hurricane center reported. Hawai‘i residents should closely monitor the latest forecast
updates.

The Central Pacific Hurricane Center has forecast a slightly above-normal hurricane
season for the region, with four to seven storms moving through the area between the



140-degree West longitude line and the International Date Line — an area that includes
Hawai‘i. The seasons for 2020, 2021 and 2022 all were below normal for hurricanes.

“We all need to shake off the rust from those slow seasons to be sure we’re prepared
for a hurricane,” Barros said. “We’re not sure what Calvin will bring, but it's still a great
reminder of what we need to do to get ready.”

HI-EMA will work with its partners through the weekend to review updated forecasts
about the incoming storm and provide additional information as needed.

As Calvin approaches, HI-EMA recommends that you:

e Sign up for emergency alerts from your county at this website or by scanning the
QR code below: https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/get-ready/

e Know your hazards — check around your home and business for tree branches
that need trimming or other objects that might become damaging projectiles in a
high wind. Secure lanai furniture and other items that could become airborne.
Clear obstructions in drainage areas and consider sandbags to channel water
away from areas that commonly flood.

e Make a plan — discuss ways to reconnect if household members are separated
during the storm and need to meet up later, possibly while power or
communications are down. Know the routes to leave the area if it's not safe to
stay at home.

e Be “2 Weeks Ready,” with a stockpile of 14 days of supplies of food, water,
medicine and other essentials for each member of your household. Even a few
days will help, but work toward a full “2 Weeks Ready” supply. Find more “2
Weeks Ready” information here:
https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/files/2021/06/2WeeksReadyBrochure.pdf

e Rely on authoritative sources of information, such as your county emergency
managers or the National Weather Service. Don’'t spread misinformation about
an emergency — if it seems too crazy to be true, maybe it's false.

For links to sign up for county emergency alerts:



https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/get-ready/
https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/files/2021/06/2WeeksReadyBrochure.pdf
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