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HONOLULU — With high winds, high surf, thunderstorms and locally heavy rainfall 
expected to threaten the islands starting Sunday, the Hawai‘i Emergency Management 
Agency (HI-EMA) is urging members of the public to prepare.  

The National Weather Service on Friday issued a special weather statement about the 
incoming “kona low” storm system expected to bring substantial hazards to the State. It 
described a “powerful low pressure system” that is expected to push across Hawai‘I on 
Monday, driving strong winds from the southwest, or kona, ahead of it.  

“These strengthening winds may become damaging Sunday night and Monday. Impacts 
could include roof damage, downed trees, and power outages,” NWS reported. The 
incoming system also could generate thunderstorms with hail or locally heavy 
downpours, and snow, sleet or freezing rain is possible on the high mountain summits. 

“A kona low system can bring strong gusty southerly winds across many areas that 
don’t usually experience them, and can easily damage roofs or send loose branches or 
other items flying,” said Luke Meyers, administrator of HI-EMA.  

A kona low system that struck the state in December 2021 caused millions of dollars in 
damage, including landslides on O’ahu and extensive flooding on Maui, and it may have 
contributed to a landslide that closed a road on Kaua‘i. “With the holidays coming up, 
we encourage residents and visitors alike to plan any activities Sunday so they can be 
in a safe location by the time the storm’s effects start pushing ashore,” Meyers said. 

While the storm appears relatively fast-moving and isn’t expected to cause widespread 
flooding, the locally heavy rain could cause localized flooding, road washouts or 
landslides, he noted. Residents should take steps to make sure loose items are stowed 
and branches that could damage property are trimmed before the high winds begin 
Sunday evening, and that nearby drainage culverts haven’t become clogged. 



The weather system also is expected to push high swells onto north and west-facing 
shores from Sunday night through Tuesday, with waves affecting swimmers, boaters, 
and shoreline property. The swells could flood roads and coastal properties. HI-EMA will 
partially activate the State Emergency Operations Center on Sunday to monitor 
conditions as they evolve and to provide support to the counties and other partners if 
needed.  

“We recommend that everyone in Hawai‘i take steps to prepare for the incoming system 
in case the impacts are significant, and at a minimum monitor reports as it gets closer to 
the State,” Meyers said.  

Sources of reliable information include NOAA Weather radio and the emergency alert 
notification networks for each of Hawaii’s counties. Links to sign up for County alerts are 
available on the HI-EMA website at this link: https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/get-ready/ 

Here are some additional tips in the event severe weather threatens: 

• Listen to local authorities for trustworthy emergency information. 
• Do not cross fast-flowing water in your vehicle or on foot – Turn around, don’t 

drown! 
• Do not go near downed power lines. 
• Make a plan in case flooding or property damage makes it unsafe to stay in your 

home, work, or other location. Identify an escape route, a place to meet if family 
members get separated, and a point of contact in another area to connect with if 
local communication systems fail. 

• Pack a “go kit” with items you would need if you have to relocate in a hurry, such 
as food, water, a flashlight, a battery-powered or crank-charged radio, etc. Learn 
more about go kits here: https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/files/2018/07/2022-0622-
2WeeksReadyBrochure.pdf 

•  

Data about a wide range of hazards that may affect Hawai‘I can be found on HI-EMA’s 
“Know Your Hazards” map. 

# # # 

 
Contact: 
 
Adam Weintraub 
Communication Director 
 
adam.b.weintraub@hawaii.gov 
808-620-5417 

https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/get-ready/
https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/files/2018/07/2022-0622-2WeeksReadyBrochure.pdf
https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/files/2018/07/2022-0622-2WeeksReadyBrochure.pdf
https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/know-your-hazards/
mailto:adam.b.weintraub@hawaii.gov
mailto:adam.b.weintraub@hawaii.gov

